9/11 commission report says ‘war on terrorism’ too vague e 11

STARSH,#STRIPES.

Ashley Judd is = Bosnia reopens
delighted with 2 symbolic
‘De-Lovely’ | stone bridge
Page 21 r Page 10

Volume 63, No. 98 © EPSS 2004 G SATURDAY, JULY 24, 2004 50¢

Army adds new drones,
vehicles to update plan

Change will increase modernization program cost by $20B eas.s

Big Leaguers
% from Ramstein
=" lose to Dutch

Page 32

Troops hit
suspected
: militants in

AP photos fi
Above: A man, left, stands in a crater waiting for his son, right, to slide down the wall following a “precision attack” by
American forces against a gathering of suspected insurgents in Fallujah, Iraq, on Friday. According to a military statement,
the attack occurred at 6:30 a.m. in coordination with the Iragi government and targeted between 10 and 12 terrorists linked
to Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. Five Iraqi civilians were wounded, according to the military and hospital officials.
Right: A boy stands next to a crater left by a rocket after Friday’s attack.
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Martha Stewart case: A former bro-
kerage assistant who helped Martha
Stewart make her fateful stock trade and
later emerged as a key government wit-
ness was fined $2,000 but spared both pris-
on and probation Friday for accepting a pay-
off during the government’s investigation.
U.S. District Judge Miriam Goldman Ce-
darbaum imposed the fine against Douglas
Faneuil one week after she sentenced the
convicted homemaking entrepreneur to five
months in prison and five months of home
detention for lying to authorities.

Peterson murder trial: Scott Peterson’s
defense lawyer questioned a witness so fer-
vently about the prosecution’s key piece of
physical evidence in his murder trial that
the judge ordered jurors to leave the court-
room in Redwood City, Calif.

During cross-examination of a criminal-
ist, Mark Geragos suggested police botched
the collection process, possibly even contam-
inating the evidence — a single strand of
hair from Peterson’s pregnant wife, Laci.

West Nile death: A 57-year-old man died
from the mosquito-borne West Nile virus,
becoming California’s first human fatality
from the illness since it arrived in the state
last year, officials said.

The man died June 24 and is believed to
have contracted the virus in Orange County
where he lived, Robert Miller, a spokesman
for the California Department ‘of Health Ser-
vices, said Thursday.

Drowned children case: Andrea Yates,
serving a life sentence for drowning her chil-
dren in a bathtub, is im-
proving at a prison hos-
pital where she was
taken after refusing
most food and fluid for
six weeks, doctors said.

“She is much im-
proved and brighter in
spirits,” Michael Full-
er, a psychiatrist treat-
ing Yates, said Thurs-
day. “Many of the

that we saw
when she was admitted
were attributable as
much to her physical state as to psychiat-
ric.”

Los Alamos security: Energy Secretary
Spencer Abraham on Friday ordered a hait
to all DOE operations that use the kind of
computer disks reported missing last week
at Los Alamos National Laboratory.

Under his order, each DOE facility will
conduct a stand-down Monday of operations
involving so-called controlled removable
electronic media, or CREMS, such as classi-
fied hard drives or computer disks.

Each site is to inventory the items and con-
duct weekly inventories after that.

The announcement comes in the wake of
two computer disks that were discovered
missing from Los Alamos on July 7. On
Thursday, 19 employees were placed on
leave pending an investigation.

Western wildfires: Just as firefighters
were getting a handle on one large blaze
north of Los Angeles, a new wildfire ignited
roughly 50 miles to the west, spreading
across nearly 800 acres.

The latest fire, in Riverside County,
forced road closures as it briefly threatened
several homes, said Rick Griggs, a county
fire engineer. The fire was 50 percent con-
tained late Thursday night, and firefighters
hoped to have it surrounded by Friday morn-
ing.

Columbine settlement: A federal appeals
court has ruled that parents of a teen killed
in the Columbine High School shootings can-
not back out of a $1.6 million

miners killed in an exploslon at the Krasnolimanskaya mine Monday in the Ukraine. Mean-
while, an aide to Ukraine’s president on Friday described the country’s mines as the world’s
most dangerous. On Friday, workers continued pumping nitrogen into the Krasnolimanskaya
mine to cool the tunnels after the fire so that the search for five miners could get under way.

with the gunmen’s parents and others.

The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, in
a ruling made available Thursday, rejected
arguments by the lawyer for Michael and
Vonda Shoels that the family accepted the
settlement because of a mistake made at
their lawyer’s office.

NPR host: Bob Edwards, the former host
of “Morning Edition” on National Public
Radio, is declining to say whether he will
stay with NPR after his book tour ends in
two weeks.

“I'm on the road for the next two weeks
continuing to do what I am doing, and then
Tl do something else,” he said in a tele-
phone interview with the Valley News of
Lebanon, N.-H.

When asked if that something else would
include remaining on the air at NPR, Ed-
wards said, “I'd rather not say.”

BTK killer: A suspicious letter found in a
library drop box last weekend in Wichita,
Kan., is being treated as a “possible commu-
nication” from the BTK serial killer, police
said Thursday.

Lt. Ken Iandwehr said the letter has been
turned over to the FBI for authentication.
No information has been released about con-
tents of the letter, which a library employee
found in the drop box at the city’s main li-
brary on Saturday.

The BTK Killer has claimed responsibility
for eight deaths in Wichita, the first in 1974.
The letters “BTK” stand for “bind, torture,
kill.”

World

Spain terror attacks: Demolition began
Friday on the apartment building where
seven suspected Islamic terrorists linked to
the March 11 Madrid, Spain, train bomb-
ings blew themselves up.

The suspected militants destroyed them-
selves along with the apartment in the tidy
middle class Madrid suburb of Leganes
when special forces surrounded them on
April 3.

Forensic investigations had sealed the
building off as an important crime scene
right up to the demolition.

Macedonia ethnic clashes: Hundreds pro-
testing plans to give ethnic Albanians con-

hurled Molotov cocktails and rocks at po-
lice, who retaliated by fmng rubber bullets
and tear gas, police said Fri

The overnight clashes, whlch left 15 pro-
testers and 24 officers m]ured none of them
seriously, started after protesters tried to
storm governing party offices in Struga, po-
lice said.

Seminary porn: A Vatican investigation
into the discovery of a vast cache of child
pornography at a Roman Catholic seminary
in Austria could take all summer, the Arch-
diocese of Vienna said Friday.

The church probe, which also is examin-
ing photos of candidates for the priesthood
kissing and fondling each other and their
older religious instructors, is likely to last an-
other six weeks, said a spokesman for Cardi-
nal Christoph Schoenborn.

Radical cleric: Lawyers acting for radical

Muslim cleric Abu Hamza al-Masri argued
Friday in London that he will not receive a
fair hearing if sent to the United States to
face terrorism charges because President
Bush has prejudiced any trial by publicly
ca!lmg him a terrorism supporter.
. officials are seeking al-Masri’s extra-
i on on a 10-count indictment accusing
him of trying to establish a terrorist training
camp in Oregon, being involved in hostage
taking in Yemen and funding terrorism
training in Afghanistan.

Bosnia mass grave: Forensics experts un-
earthed the bodies of 51 Bosnian Muslims
on Friday from a mass grave believed to con-
tain the remains of up to 300 people killed
during the 1992-95 war.

After nine days of exhumations, the Bos-
nian Muslim Commission for the Search for
Missing Persons found the bodies in the
mass grave in Bratunac, about 55 miles
northeast of Sarajevo, local prosecutor Fati-
'ma Hadzibegovic said.

Rwanda rebel: A Ugandan court has
charged a Rwandan rebel with killing eight
tourists, some from the United States, and a
tour guide during a 1999 gorilla-watching
trip to a remote African rain forest.

Jean-Paul Bizimana, also known as Xavi-
er Van Dame, 30, was not required to enter
a plea in a magistrate court Wednesday, ac-
cording to court documents. He faces death
if convicted in the murders of the two Ameri-
cans, four Britons, two New Zealanders and
the Ugandan guide.

trol in a n town

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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U.S. launches ‘precision attack’ on Fallujah

Two Americans killed by roadside bomb in Samarra

BY PAUL GARWOOD

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — US. forces
launched a “precision attack”
Friday against a suspected gath-
ering of insurgents outside a
house in the volatile city of Fallu-
jah, wounding five civilians,
while a roadside bomb killed
two American servicemembers
near Samarra, the U.S. military
said.

Also Friday, firebrand Shiite
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr, who led
an uprising against U.S. forces,
condemned militants who have
beheaded foreigners in recent
‘months — two days after a decapi-
tated body was found on the
banks of the Tigris, accompanied
by a severed head in a bag.

A crash Friday between an ar-
mored vehicle and a car in Bagou-
ba injured two Iragis, who re-
ceived medical treatment at a
nearby coalition base, U.S. 1st In-
fantry Division spokesman Maj
Neal O'Brien said.

Bagouba police Lt Ahmed
Sadiq said the crash killed two
people and wounded three. The
discrepancy could not immediate-
ly be resolved.

A roadside bomb Friday wound-
ed a bus driver and eight passen-
gers — including a pregnant
woman and two children — in
Baghdad’s northern suburb of
Toubechi, po-
lice Lt. Rajab
Saleh said. The
bus driver ig-
nored  police
warnings not to
enter the area,
he said.

Gunmen also
assassinated re-
tired Iraqi Maj.
Gen. Salim Ma-
jeed Blesh, who
had worked for
the former U.S.

&k We condemn what
some people are
doing regarding the
beheading of
prisoners, and it is
illegal according to
Islamic law.
Anybody doing this

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, 897 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military opera-
tions in Iraq in March 2003, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment. Of those, 663 died as a re-
sult of hostile action and 234
died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported 60 deaths; Italy,
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Po-
land, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakia, three; Thailand, two;
Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 759 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 554 as a result
of hostile action and 205 of non-
hostile causes.

The latest deaths reported by
U.S. Central Command:

W No deaths reported.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The latest identifications re-
ported by the Department of De-
fense:

M Army Pfc. Nicholas H.
Blodgett, 21, Wyoming, Mich.;
killed Wednesday by an explo-
sive in Duluiyah, Iraq; assigned
to the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
Regiment, Schweinfurt, Germa-
ny.

B Army Spc. Danny B.
Daniels II, 23, Varney, W.Va,
killed Tuesday in a hostile at-
tack in Baghdad; assigned to the
630th Military Police Company,
793rd Military Police Battalion,
89th Military Police Brigade,
Bamberg, Germany.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Mark E.
Engel, 21, Centennial, Colo;
died Wednesday at Brooke
Army Medical Center in San An-
tonio of wounds received July 6
in Iraq’s Anbar province; as-
signed to 2nd Light Armored Re-
connaissance Battalion, 2nd Ma-
rine Division, IT Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Lejeune,
N.C.

cent strikes in Fallujah, was con-
ducted in coordination with the
Iraqi government, and it targeted
10-12 terrorists linked to Jordani-
an militant Abu
Musab al-Zar-
qawi, the mili-
tary said.
Al-Zarqawi
has claimed re-
sponsibility for
a series of car
bombings and
beheadings of
foreigners  in
Iraq in recent
months.
“The

anti-Iraqi forc-
es were struck

occupation gov- ; imi while in the
ermen, Cap;, isa clf}zinznall a’nd courtyard of a

we will punish him  house;  the
Ahmed  Subhi pui house' was left
salg sli'IfSh o according to intact,”  the
wa in. wit . s id.
his neighbor as Islamic law.yy et s,
they headed to U.S. warplane

amosque in the
northern city of

Three children were among the
five civilians wounded in Fallujah
attack, said Dr. Kamal Al-Ani, a
hospital official. Witnesses denied
the house was harboring mili-
tants.

The attack, like several other re-

Mugtada al-Sadr

fired a missile
that landed in

arden of a
house in the Jubail neighborhood
in southern Fallujah.

Associated Press Television
News video showed a huge crater
beside the house.

“We were sleeping in the morn-
ing when a U.S. missile hit our

Shiite cleric

house,” Saddam Jassim said as
he and his brother cleared de-

ris.

“We have nothing to do with the
resistance or al-Zarqawi. These
are pretexts used by the U.S. mili-
tary to terrorize the people in Fal-
lujah because U.S. soldiers are un-
able to face the insurgents.”

Marines pulled back from Fal-
Ilujah — a focal point of resis-
tance — after besieging it for
three weeks in April. Since then,
the military has used missile at-
tacks and airstrikes against po-
tential targets, and Friday’s
strike was the seventh in about a
month.

The roadside bombing south of
Samarra that killed the two Amer-
icans also wounded another ser-
vicemember, a military official
said on condition of anonymity.
The city, 60 miles north of Bagh-
dad, was the scene of battles this
week that killed four Iragis and
wounded five.

The American deaths raised
the U.S. toll in Iraq since the be-
ginning of the war to 902, accord-
ing to an Associated Press count.

Leading prayers at the Kufa
mosque south of Baghdad for the
first time in two months, al-Sadr
criticized the insurgents who have
beheaded at least three foreigners
since April. The killings of citizens
from the United States, South

AP

Radical Shiite cleric Mugtada al-Sadr is escorted by followers Friday
after he addressed worshippers at Friday prayers in the Iraqi city of
Kufa, Iraq. In his sermon, al-Sadr condemned the beheading of hostag-
es, saying it was illegal in Islamic law.

Korea and Bulgaria were mostly
claimed by Sunni Muslims — ri-
vals of al-Sadr’s Shiite faction.

“We condemn what some peo-
ple are doing regarding the be-
heading of prisoners, and it is ille-
gal according to Islamic law,”
al-Sadr said. “Anybody doing
this is a criminal and we will pun-
ish him according to Islamic
law.”

Al-Sadr led a roughly
two-month uprising against U.S.
forces in Shiite-dominated areas
across Iraq beginning in April.
On-and-off battles between U.
troops and al-Sadr’s al-Mahdi mi-
litia left hundreds of people dead
before a cease-fire in June.

Kenya urged its citizens to get
out of Irag. On Friday, Kenyan
government spokesman Alfred
Mutua said it has appealed to
KGL to leave immediately to
meet the demands of the cap-
tors.

“We don’t have troops in Iraq,
we don't have companies there,
so all we can do is urge the compa-
ny to leave the country,” Mutua
said. “The life of any Kenyan is
worth a lot to us.”

Kidnappings have further com-
plicated Iraqi Prime Minister
Iyad Allawi’s efforts to persuade
reluctant nations to join the coali-
tion and send troops.

Van-tank collision leaves 9 Iraqi civilians dead near Baghdad

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A van carrying Iragi civil-
ians collided with a U.S. tank near Bagh-
dad, Killing nine people and injuring 10,
the U.S. military said Friday.

The accident occurred about 10 p.m.
Thursday when the van was trying to pass
another vehicle and collided with the
tank, said Spc. Justin McCue, a press offi-

cial of the U.S.-led military coalition, add-
ing that there were no U.S. or coalition ca-
sualties.

Iraqis gave a slightly different account
of the crash.

Iraqi police Capt. Adnan Salih said nine
people were killed and 18 injured when the
tank collided with the vehicle in Tarmiyah,
30 miles north of Baghdad.

The dead included four men, four

women and one child — all of whom attend-
ed a wedding party in Tarmiyah, Salih
said

Footage taken by Associated Press Tele-
vision News showed the twisted wreckage
of a minibus and several bodies of acci-
dent victims covered by blankets. A
child’s orange dress was found amid the
wreckage and pools of blood covered the
road.

U.S. forces and Iraqi police surrounded
the crash site.

An unidentified witness, who said he
was a passenger, told APTN the vehicle
was carrying 12 people from the same fami-
ly when the tank crashed into it.

“They were in a wedding party on their
way from Tarmiyah to Baghdad ... [when]
an American armored vehicle hit them and
left,” the man said.
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Car homb wounds at least one Gl in Afghanistan

BY NOOR KHAN

The Associated Press

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan —
A remote-controlled bomb tore
through an Afghan street Friday
as a U.S. military convoy passed,
wounding at least one U.S. sol-
dier, the American military said.
But Afghan officials said the blast
left four blood-covered U.S. sol-
diers lying in the road.

A purported Taliban spokes-
man claimed responsibility for
the attack in the city of Kandahar,
one of several reported across
southern Afghanistan on Friday
and late Thursday.

Violence in Afghanistan this
year has killed more than 600 peo-
ple, including soldiers, mtema-
tional workers and civilia

The U.S. military said ina slate—
ment that a roadside bomb
caused the blast. It said the
wounded soldier, whose name
wasn’t released, was in stable con-

dition and awaiting
Germany’s Landstuhl Regmnal
Medical Center. It said the attack
damaged the vehicle in which he
was traveling.

Afghan police and government
officials said the bomb appeared
to be hidden in a taxi on the side
of the road.

“When our forces reached the
scene of the explosion, they saw
four American soldiers lying on

An Afghan soldier guards the area where a powerful car bomb exploded on Friday in Kandahar,

Press from an undisclosed loca-
tion. “We have said it again and
again that we will fight jihad
against U.S. forces, their interna-
tional allies and their Afghan sup-
porters.”

Latifi has contacted AP and
other news organizations with Tal-
iban statements in the past. It is
impossible, however, to verify his
statements independently.

About 60 U.S. solders and more
than 100 Afghan security forces
cordoned off the area, a busy road
to the U.S. base to the center of
town, warning journalists not to
take pictures. The charred re-
mains of a car, apparently a taxi,
could be seen.

U.S. soldiers with sniffer dogs
were searching at least six men
who'd been made to sit on the
ground their hands raised in the

Khan said authorities be-
].\eved the bomb was set off by re-
mote control, since no body was
found in the wreckage.

i Taliban

The bomb exploded while a U.S. military convoy was passing, wounding at least one American soldier.

the road covered in blood. They
were seriously wounded,” said
the deputy police chief of Kanda-
har province, Gen. Salim Khan.
Khalid Pashtun, a spokesman
for Kandahar’s governor, also
said four soldiers were wounded,

as did another policeman at the
scene, Tor Jan, and several Af-
ghan witnesses.

It was not immediately possible
to clarify the discrepancy be-
tween their account and the U.S.
military’s.

A purported Taliban spokes-

man, Abdul Hakim Latifi,
claimed responsibility for the
bombing.

“We carried out the attack on
the U.S. forces,” he said in a satel-
lite phone call to The Associated

rebels opened fire on Afghan gov-
ernment troops and election work-
ers in two separate attacks in Hel-
mand province, which borders
Kandahar. The attacks sparked
shootouts that left four fighters
dead, said Haji Mohammed Wali,
a spokesman for the Helmand
governor.

85,000 cases of water
recalled in Afghanistan

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

Army officials have recalled
85,000 cases of bottled water in
Afghanistan after higher than nor-
mal levels of contaminants were
detected, according to a message
sent to the troops.

The Army’s message was sent

sne tritium is produced naturally
n the upper atmosphere when
cosmic rays strike air molecules.
Tritium also is produced during
nuclear weapons explosions or as
a by-product in reactors produc-
ing electricity.
Bathrick added the water does
not pose an “immediate health
risk.” There have been no reports

to a Marine at Kanda-
har Airfield in southern Afghani-
stan. Top Marine commanders
confirmed the recall.

The blue-and-white 500-millili-
ter bottles are common through-
out Kandahar, where daily tem-
peratures soar above 100 de-
grees.

Army officials in Afghanistan
are trying to determine what con-
taminated the water, which was
distributed in the Kandahar re-
gion. They downplayed concems,
describing the recall as a “precau-
tionary measure.”

“A recent stock of Arwa water
that we tested indicated that it
had a level of contaminants that is
higher than the accepted stan-
dard,” said Maj. Stacy Bathrick, a
spokeswoman for the main U.S.
hub at Bagram air base. “The fact
that the Arwa water is being re-
called is evidence that our system
of testing water works.”

Inarecent random check of the
bottled water, the Army found
higher-than-normal levels of tri-
tium molecules, Bathrick said in
an e-mail response.

According to the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Web

of. ing sick from drink-
ing the water, she said.

Exposure to tritium increases
the risk of developing cancer, ac-
cording to the EPA site. Howev-
er, tritium is one of the least dan-
gerous radionuclides because it
emits very weak radiation and
leaves the body relatively quick-

ly.

“As a precautionary measure,
we have recalled the Arwa bot-
tled water we distributed and are
keeping bottles of Arwa water
here shelved until we complete
analysis of the entire lot of Arwa
bottled water.”

Bathrick declined to elaborate
on the contamination. But she did
say the Army has no concern that
the water may have been tam-
pered with prior to being shipped
to the troops.

“We are aware of a report there
was a water sample that tested
positive for something. It was all
part of a routine and normal test-
ing procedure done on suste-
nance to ensure the integrity of
food chain for our deployed
troops,” said Jack Hooper, spokes-
man for the Defense Logistics
Agency.

The DLA has an approved list

The Army is recalling about
85,000 cases of Arwa bottled
water, heading for Kandahar, after
tests revealed higher than normal
levels of contaminants.

of all food and drink suppliers
around the world, and commands
can only make buys from that list,
Hooper said.

“T just want to say there is no
shortage of bottled water in that
region and no shortage of ap-
proved suppliers in that region,”
Hooper said.

Arwa is a product of the
Coca-Cola Company and is bot-
tled in Saudi Arabia, Yemen and
Bahrain, according to Gurtay Kip-
cak, pub].ic affairs director for the
company’s Middle East and Eur-
asia division.

“I have been checking with re-
gional managers,” Kipcak said by
phone Friday. “We were not con-
tacted about this problem.”

More information on tritium
can be found on the EPA’s Web

Gitmo review panels
to be held next week

BY IAN JAMES
The Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico —
Hundreds of detainees suspected
of terrorist ties will get their first
formal opportunity to argue for
their freedom at review panels
that the U.S. military plans to con-
vene next week at its base in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

fore them will not be made pub-
lic, Brenton said.

Nearly 600 prisoners from
more than 40 countries are held
at the U.S. base in eastern Cuba,
some since January 2002. Only a
handful who have been charged
have been allowed lawyers. Most
have had no contact with the out-
side world except letters from
home censored by the military.

The G panels were

The military is hear-

ing rooms inside trailers at the
seaside prison of Camp Delta and
has appointed three military offic-
ers to sit on the first panel, spokes-
woman Navy Cmdr. Beci Brenton
said Friday.

“They’re standing by ready to
execute when they're told to,”
Brenton said by phone from the
Pentagon. “The aim is to conduct
the first tribunal next week.”

Human rights lawyers criticize
the process as a sham, saying the
three military officers assigned to
hear cases can’t be considered im-
partial and that each detainee
should be allowed a lawyer.
Under the rules, each detainee
will be assigned a military officer
to be a “personal representative”
before the panel.

The military says members of
the panels — which the Pentagon
calls Combatant Status Review
Tribunals — will be neutral and
that detainees will be freed if the
panels ine they are being

radionuclides/tritium.htm

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

wrongly held.
The names of both panel mem-
bers and detainees who appear be-

set up shortly after the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled June 28 that
the detainees have a right to
bring challenges before U.S. civil-
ian courts.

Human rights lawyers have
since filed lawsuits for dozens of
detainees in U.S. federal court.
The most recent, for three from
Bahrain, was filed Thursday in
Washington, said New York law-
yer Joshua Colangelo-Bryan.

The Pentagon has said the pan-
els will prepare for court challeng-
es by showing that each prison-
er’s case has been reviewed.

The process, allowing detain-
ees to challenge their U.S.-desig-
nated status as “enemy combat-
ants,” is separate from military
tribunals to try detainees, which
the Pentagon calls commissions.

So far only four detainees have
been charged, and the U.S. gov-
ernment has designated a total of
15 as eligible for trial. It’s unclear
how soon trials could begin.

Navy Secretary Gordon En-
gland has said the review panels
could conclude within four
months.
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Search under way after
vessel hits USS Kennedy

BY KENDRA HELMER
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Navy is continuing to
search for survivors from a small
boat that collided with the USS

ohn F. Kennedy in the Persian
Gulf on Thursday.

The aircraft carrier was con-
ducting night-flight missions in
support of operations in Iraq when
a dhow struck its starboard side at
about 10:20 pm., said Cmdr.
Jamie Graybeal, Sth Fleet spokes-
man, in a lelephone interview
from Manama, Bahrai

No Kennedy personnel were in-
jured, and Graybeal said an inves-
tigation is under way that may de-
termine how the dhow managed to
approach the carrier.

Graybeal said that at this time
there is nothing to indicate the inci-

an an acci-
dent.

The carrier and HMS Somerset,
a British warship, launched heli-
copters and small boats to search
for dhow crewmembers. Also as-
sisting are Navy P-3 Orion mari-
time patrol aircraft from Bahrain.

A debris field has been located,
but no survivors or remains have
been found. Graybeal said he did
not know the size of the dhow or
how many people may have been
aboard.

SHNS photo courtesy of the U.S. Navy

A small dhow collided with the USS John F. Kennedy on Thursday night
as the carrier was conducting night-flight missions in support of opera-
tions in Iraq. The incident appears to be an accident, a 5th Fleet

spokesman

The Kennedy, deployed to the
US. Central Command’s area of

The Navy is searching for survivors from the vessel.

In October 2000, 17 sailors died
after suicide attackers detonated

on a small boat they

under the
of the Sth Fleet, arrived in the gulf
earlier this month. The Mayport,
Fla.-based carrier flew its first op-
erational mission in the gulf July
10, Graybeal said.

had brought alongside the USS
Cole destroyer as it refueled in the
Yemeni port of Aden.

E-mail Kendra Helmer at:
il.estri d.

GAO: Army

bungled

multibillion-dollar
Iraq support contract

BY MATT KELLEY
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Army
botched planning and manage-
ment of the multibillion-dollar
contract to provide food and
other services to troops in Iraq,
congressional  investigators
said.

Investigators from the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office
found a “pattern of contractor
management problems” which
led to cost disputes between the
Pentagon and the contractor,
o e .

$2.68 per gallon to import gaso-
line to Iraq from Kuwait, while
a government agency did the
same work for $1.57 a gallon.
That cost the government an
extra $166.5 million, the Demo-
crats’ report said.

Halliburton  spokeswoman
Wendy Hall said price compari-
sons were unfair because the
terms of the contracts probably
were different.

The company has not ob-
tained a copy of the government
arrangement cited in the Demo-
crats report, Hall said.

The GAO investigators also criti-
cized Halliburton’s staffing and
accounting.

So far, the military has agreed
to pay Halliburton more than $5
billion on the contract in ques-
tion.

Separate federal investiga-
tions are looking into whether

e D report said
Halhhunon hired a Kuwaiti
company to both buy the gas as
a middleman and transport it
into Iraq, while the Defense En-
ergy Support Center bought the
gasoline directly and hired the
company only to transport the
fuel

l-ianibumn has said Kuwait's

com-

o e
Army for fuel and meals and al-
legations that former Hallibur-
ton workers may have taken
bribes from a Kuwaiti subcon-
tractor.

Separately, a report from con-
gressional Democrats said Halli-
burton charged the government

oi
oy ] i e @
through the firm, named Altan-
mia.

Halliburton, which Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney headed from
1995 until 2000, has said it did
the best it could in the chaos of
war.
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Army restructures modernization program

Program boosted by $20B; experimental
unit will being testing technology in 2008

BY RENAE MERLE
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Army
outlined Thursday a restructur-
ing of its modernization program,
the Future Combat System, in-
creasing the cost by $20 billion to
$25 billion, accelerating the de-
ployment of key technology and
adding new models of drones and
ground vehicles.

The program, critical to the Ar-
my’s transformation into a light-
er, more mobile force, was origi-
nally expected to cost about $92
billion. Boeing Co. and Science
Applications International Corp.
are jointly managing the project.

The program aims to connect
soldiers to a mobile and wireless
network to assist them in battle-
field decisions. It would replace
the current fleet of ground vehi-
cles with a mix of high-tech

manned and unmanned ground
and aerial vehicles.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter
Schoomaker acknowledged the

The massive ef-
fort has been dogged by questions
about its complexity and the pace
of progress on the futuristic
drones and ground vehicles. The
high-tech renovation will require
more than 30 million lines of soft-
ware code. The program “has so
many moving pieces and they are
so technically challenging it
would be almost unbelievable to
suggest it could stay on its origi-
nal schedule,” said Loren Thomp-
son, defense consultant and chief
operating officer of the Lexington
Institute, a suburban think tank.

y, telling
Congress that as originally struc-
tured the program had only a 28
percent chance of success. The re-
visions boost its chances to more
than 70 percent, he said.

Under the restructuring, the
military will delay deployment of
the first fully modernized unit,
which will include about 2,500 sol-
diers, for two years until 2014. In-
stead the Army will create an ex-
perimental unit in 2008 to begin
testing some of the technology, in-
cluding missiles stored in remote
locations that a soldier could de-
ploy through the network.

The cost increase will cover sev-
eral changes to the program, in-
cluding adding an armed un-
manned robotic vehicle, a recov-
ery and maintenance vehicle, two
classes of unmanned aerial vehi-
cles and an intelligent munitions
system, also known as a “smart
mine,” which a soldier could turn
on and off remotely or program to
deactivate in 30 days.

“This is a very prudent and logi-
cal progression” of the program,
said Army Maj. Gen. Joseph Yako-
vac Jr., military deputy to the as-
sistant secretary for acquisition
Some changes were prompted by
experiences in the Iraq war,
Army officials said. The Army

will equip all eight manned vehi-
cles in the program with self-pro-
tection technology for attacking
incoming missiles. The previous
plan called for the technology to
be applied only to vehicles that
would operate at the front. The
change is an acknowledgment
that the boundaries of the tradi-
tional battlefield no longer exist,
Army officials said.

Chicago-based Boeing, which
serves at the lead manager of the
program, said the changes were
good news. “Now we have to
show the flexibility to get these
new capabilities to our soldiers
even faster,” Dennis Muilenburg,
Boeing’s vice president and gener-
al manager of the project, said in
a statement.

The 2005 defense appropria-
tions bill includes $2.9 billion for
the program, $1.2 billion more
than this year, but $268 million
less than was requested.

PHOTOS BY MINDY CAMPBELL/Courtesy of the U.S. Army
Members of the 417th Base Support Battalion community gathered Wednesday to honor Pfc.
Torry D. Harris, 12th Chemical Company in Kitzingen, Germany, who died last week in Tikrit,
Iraq. Right: Spc. Jessica Sclater, 12th Chemical Company, salutes Harris after the service.

Memorial service held for 1st Infantry Division GI who died in Tikrit

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

More than once in Iraq, Pfc.
Torry Harris offered his shoulder
to a soldier in need or helped a
buddy who needed to boost his
physical training scores.

Now he’s gone.

Harris, 21, of the 1st Infantry
Division’s 12th Chemical Compa-
ny, died July 13 in Tikrit. The
Army has not disclosed any infor-
mation about the circumstances
of his death, other than to say he
died of “non-combat related inju-
ries.”

Regardless, about 70 friends
and fellow soldiers gathered
Wednesday in a chapel at the
unit’s home base in Kitzingen,
Germany, to mourn him.

“What stands out the most to
‘me about this young soldier,” said

Sgt. 1st Class Eric McQueen, the
12th Chemical’s rear detachment
commander, “was his virtue and
unharnessed potential we will
never have the opportunity to wit-
ness again.

Harris grew up on Chicago’s
South Side. Last summer he enlist-
ed in the Illinois National Guard,
then shifted to active-duty status
early this year. He arrived at the
12th Chemical’s base in Kitzin-
gen on Feb. 9, just as his unit was
deploying to Iraq.

Harris stayed behind in Europe
for two months, mastering the
many skills needed for his com-
bat deployment. He joined his
unit at Camp Speicher in Tikrit
on April 13. In the three months
before he died, Harris served
mostly as a .50-caliber machine
gunner pulling guard duty. But

he did join in two missions as part
of 12th Chemical’s Toxic Industri-
al Chemical and Material Team.

He had only a short time to
make his mark as a soldier, but
one of his closest friends said she
will always remember his kind-
ness and good cheer.

“Pfc. Harris was always one to
try to lift your spirits when you
were down,” Spc. Jessica Sclater
— an Iraq “battle buddy” — said
tearfully at his memorial.

“He had a great heart. Once
you were a friend, you were a
friend for life.”

Harris is survived by his moth-
er, Linda Calhoun, and three sis-
ters: Laurie, 20; and Markita and
Keisha, both 17.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Pfc. Torry D. Harris

2/6 Cavalry
returns to
[llesheim

BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

Thirteen months after casing
its colors in Germany, the recon-
stituted 2nd Squadron, 6th Caval-
ry Regiment is returning next
week to its home field with a han-
gar-full of new toys.

The squadron’s 200-plus mem-
bers have spent the last year at
Fort Hood, Texas, training in the
Army’s most advanced attack heli-
copter, the AH-64D Apache Long-
bow. The Longbows boast a more
advanced radar and firing system
than the A-model Apaches they
replace.

Many soldiers and their fami-
lies arrived by bus Friday at II-
lesheim Army Airfield, wel-
comed by sponsors from their sis-
ter unit, the 6th Squadron, 6th
Cavalry Regiment. Two years
ago, the 6/6 Cavalry families
themselves arrived from Fort
Hood, the first Europe-based unit
to get the Longbows.

Pilots with the 2/6 Cavalry will
arrive with the unit’s 22 new heli-
copters early next week.

The 2/6 Cavalry cased its colors
at Illesheim June 26, 2003, six
weeks after the unit returned
from an eight-month tour in Ku-
wait and Iraq. After months of
training in the Kuwaiti desert,
they crossed the border during
the invasion of Iraq and support-
ed the 3rd Infantry Division’s at-
tack on Baghdad through the Kar-
bala Gap during the early days of
the war.

The unit unfurled its flag Sept.
12, 2003, at Fort Hood, near the
beginning of a year of intensive
Longbow training.

| Steve Liewer a
ers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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s House-Senate confer-
ees prepare to deliber-
ate differences in their
separate plans for phas-
ing out a sharp drop in military
survivor benefits that occurs at
age 62, the Bush administration
says it has some
“better alterna-
tives” to improv-
ing the Survivor

tion in benefits
until age 65, age
67 or somewhere

native to phas-
ing out the drop in benefits at 62
— when payments typically fall
from S5 percent of covered re-
tired pay down to as low as 35
percent — is to lower SBP pre-
miums, Defense officials sug-
gest. That would make SBP
more affordable to enlisted retir-
ees. [About 80 percent of retired
officers enroll in SBP versus 65
percent of enlisted retirees.]
Defense officials seek a re-
turn to bilevel premmms as set
before 1988, with

Another
alternative to

as 35 percent —
is to lower SBP

Tom Philpott

Pentagon floats alternatives
to congressional SBP reform

discounts for those with lowest
retired pay.”

DOD floated these alterna-
tives in a package of “appeal”
documents on the 2005 defense
bill sent to the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and the Sen-
ate Armed Ser-
vices Committee
on July 7.

Steve  Stro-

Bty phasig oul tho S e
phase, out e dlrop in benefits  ekiions ko the
B b @O G
defer it “until the payments scribed the pro-
e v typically fall  Petinge o
Eéﬁfé‘f"staafgsi. from 55 percent 0% 0 e
Dot Ofcovered XLt
T Ry S
unpopularreduc- (102N 10 @S lOW  passing its ver-

sion of the 2005
defense authori-
zation bill, voted

in between de- to phase out
pending on the Y what's also
surviving premmmst called the age-62
spouse’s  birth  Defense officials — “offset”  within
5 four years.
Another alter- suggest. The Senate too

voted to phase
out the age-62 reduction, but
over 10 years, not four. Benefits
would be fully restored, to S5
percent, by October 2014.

The cost of the House plan is
estimated at $2.2 billion over
five years, $6.8 billion over 10 —
roughly three times higher than
the Senate plan. That proposal
would cost $700 million over
five years, $2.2 billion over 10.
To comment, wrte Milftary Update.
P.0. Box 231111, Centre
20120-1111, e-mail mllupdate@aol com

or visit

Democratic National Convention on AFN
FRANKFURT — Television and radio coverage of the Democratic

New Ramstein juice bar offers healthy snacks ... and donuts

MARNI MCENTEE/Stars and Stripes

Benjamin Ramos waits while Daniela Coleman makes him a snack at the new Juice and Sport Bar at the

North:

ide Fitness Center on Ramstein Air Base in Germany. An lalian contractor built the snack bar,

brought to Ramstein based on customer demand, according to Stephen Selvey, director of fitness and

sports for the 435th Services Squadron. The bar serves

s, smoothies, healthy sandwiches, Italian ice

cream and coffee. “It's all on the healthy side, except for the donuts and pastries,” Selvey said.

Fighter jets collide

ARLINGTON, Ore. — A pair of
fighter jets collided in Oregon on
while ing a

room at Mid-Columbia Medical
Center.
“In some respects, it's very
amazing — no broken bones, no
rasions, minor injuries,” said

training exercise, killing two re-
servists and injuring another.

A third crew member survived
and was to be released Wednes-
day evening from the emergency

Dr. John Jacobson, who treated
the unidentified airman.

The jets, both F-18 warplanes,
collided over the Columbia River,
near Arlington, about 120 miles
east of Portland.

Debris from the jets was scat-
tered as far away as Interstate 84,
eight miles south of Arlington.

e jets, based at Marine
Corps Air Station Miramar in San
Diego, were conducting a low-alti-
tude training exercise from a Na-
tional Guard base in Portland to a
bombing range in Boardman,
Ore.

From The Associated Press

WELCOME HOME HEROES

n a;gpreciation for your sacrifice
r your service to our country
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National Convention begins early Tuesday morning for American Forc-
es Network viewers and listeners living in Europe and the Middle East.

For four days next week, AFN-News will provide comprehensive TV
coverage, showing three hours each day beginning at 2 a.m. CET, said
Ann Mulligan, the director of broadcasting in Europe for AFN. The con-
vention, which will be held in Boston, starts Monday and ends Thurs-
day in Boston.

The nightly feed will feature convention coverage provided by the
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), Mulligan said.

AFN-Atlantic will offer network convention wrap-up reports at 6
am. CET from ABC and at noon from CBS on Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday. Unless something changes, there will be no wrap-up report on
Wednesday, Mulligan said.

Power Network Radio will also provide coverage, starting at 2 am.
CET each of those four days.

On the last day of the convention, Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., is ex-
pected to formally accept his party’s nomination for president.

Stripes’ new Pacific general manager

John D. Panasiewicz has accepted the position of general manager
for Stars and Stripes’ Pacific operations.

Panasiewicz takes over from Robb Grindstaff, who accepted the posi-
tion of associate editor in Stripes’ offices in Washington, D.C., in early
July.

Panasiewicz has worked in the newspaper industry for nearly 25
years and came to Stripes in 1996 as the circulation manager. He was
promoted to circulation director shortly thereafter.

John lives in Japan with his wife, Teresa, and their four children —
Erica, 13; Leah, 11; and twins Andrew and Bemdmm 9.

He can be reached at ipes.osd.mil.

From staff reports
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BY RON JENSEN
Star and Stripes

RAF MILDENHALL, En-
gland — Take ... it ... slowly.

That was the message Friday
at RAF Lakenheath and RAF
Mildenhall, two bases in En-
gland where speed was Public
Enemy No. 1.

In a partnership with Suffolk
County, the bases set up SID —
Speed Indicator Display — at
various points where drivers are
known to exceed the speed limit.
SID’s display board greeted driv-
ers within the limit with a smiley
face; speeding drivers were met
with a frowning face.

Speeders were not given tick-
ets Friday, but they were pulled
over, warned and given informa-
tion about safe driving.

“We want to raise their speed
awareness,” said Staff Sgt. Jenni-
fer King of the 100th Security
Forces Squadron at RAF Milden-

hall.

Airman 1st Class Russell Whit-
more, also of the 100th Security
Forces Squadron, said, “All we
want people to do is pay a little
more attention to their speed.”

The bases had nearly 500
speeding violations between
July 15, 2003, and July 14, 2004.
RAF Lakenheath police handed
out 291 tickets and RAF Milden-
hall 172. Most were for speeders
within 1 to 10 mph over the limit,
but a few were for drivers ex-
ceeding the limit by 16 to 20

iph.

“People get in that zone in
their cars and their tunnel vision
doesn't include their speedome-
ter,” said Whitmore. He said
often they don’t notice when a
speed limit on the base changes
to a lower speed.

Slowing traffic down in England

Senior Airman Raymond Castro, 100th Security Forces Squadron,
tells a motorist at RAF Mildenhall, England, that he was speeding.

SID is on the roads of Suffolk
County each day, said Brian
Brame, a county employee who
operates the device. It is set up
where people have complained
of speeding, and usually results
in reduced speeds in the area
even after SID has packed up
and moved away.

“Some people won’t learn, but
there are a lot of people who
take notice,” he said.

Michelle Finnerty, communi-
cations manager for Suffolk Safe-
Cam, which operates fixed
speed cameras at 450 sites
around the county, said SID has
been a valuable tool to make peo-
ple take notice of their speed.

“This method of raising aware-
ness has proved to be effective
around the county and particu-
larly with residents of local vil-
lages,” she said.

The idea of taking SID to the
bases began at an on-base safety
bazaar, where the d was dis-

RON JENSEN/Stars and Sripes.

played. Talks began and SID
made its initial appearance at
RAF Lakenheath on Friday
morning before moving a_few
miles down the road to RAF
Mildenhall for the afternoon.

Brame said SID can be effec-
tive on base because people for-
get to slow down there after com-
ing off county roads where
speed limits are higher.

Senior Airman Raymond Cas-
tro of the 100th SFS was break-
ing the news to fast drivers on
Friday near RAF Mildenhall’s
exit gate. Most accepted the cau-
tion in good spirit, he said, but
some wanted to argue that they
weren't speeding.

SID knew better.

King said the goal of cutting
down driving speeds is one that

benefits _everyone,  whether
they’re driving on the base or on
county roads.

“We just want everybody tobe
safe drivers,” she said.
E-mail Ron Jensen

dmil

Congress OKs
$4117.5 billion
for defense

BY ALAN FRAM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congress
used overwhelming votes to give
President George W. Bush a
$417.5 billion measure for de-
fense in a day that highlighted
lawmakers’ bipartisan approach
to the military — and their divi-
sions over many domestic pro-
grams.

The Senate approved the Penta-
gon spending bill 96-0 and the
House followed suit by 410-12.
The legislation included $25 bil-
lion for the next few months of
military operations in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and a 7 percent boost
for other defense programs.

The ongoing wars and the ap-
proaching November elections
made the one-sided votes inevita-
ble. Also easing passage were
home-district projects, including
$4.5 million for research, equip-
ment and construction that Re-
publican Rep. John McHugh
claimed for his upstate New York
district, and $1.9 million for the
Presidio park in San Francisco,

and
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of Democrat House Mir
nority Leader Nancy Pelosi.

The bill is the first of the 13 an-
nual spending bills for the govern-
ment’s next budget year — which
starts Oct. 1 —to clear the Repub-
lican-led Congress. Lawmakers
were eager to pass it before going
into their six-week recess, which
began Friday.

“Our troops will have what
they need to do their jobs, and I
am pleased that a bipartisan ma-
jority in the Congress continues
to stand with me to support our
military,” Bush said of the mea-
sure in a written statement.

But lawmakers’ summer break
was beginning with the rest of the
spending bills a long way from fin-
ished.

Those measures have been
rocked by fights over everything
from spending for schools to aid
to Saudi Arabia. With a backdrop
of record federal deficits that
have prompted the Republicans
to try reining domestic spending,
legislators will face decisions
about those measures when they
return in September.

In other budget work Thurs-
day:

M The House approved a $10
billion military construction mea-
sure by 420-1. First, as expected,
it dropped an expansion of a hou:
ing program for soldiers’ families
that conservatives said broke bud-
get limits. The Senate has not yet
approved its version.

W The House Appropriations
Committee passed a $90 billion
bill financing the Transportation

and Treasury departments after
voting 42-16 to give civilian feder-
al workers the same 3.5 percent
raise the military received. Bush
recommended a 1.5 percent in-
crease for civilians.

M The same House panel ap-
proved a $92.9 billion bill that
cuts funds for NASA, environ-
ment and science programs while
increasing veterans’ health care
to $30.3 billion — still US$1.3 bil-
lion less than veterans’ groups
want. It rejected separate efforts
by Democrats and conservative
Republicans to add money for vet-
erans.

B On that same bill, lawmakers
used a voice vote to add more
than 1,100 home-district projects
to the measure.

W The defense bill's $25 billion
for operations in Iraq and Afghan-
istan represented a victory for
Congress over Bush, who began
the year insisting no extra funds
would be needed until after the
elections. Under pressure from
lawmakers, he requested the
money in May, saying he would
not need to spend it until autumn.
He proposed being able to move
the money among Pentagon ac-
counts as he wished.

Instead, the war money will be
available when Bush signs the
measure into law. He will only be
able to shift $2 billion without
Congress’ permission.

“The administration has fallen
down on the job in budgeting for
these wars, and its budget projec-
tions simply are not to be trust-
ed,” said Sen. Robert Byrd, a
West Virginia Democrat.

Administration  officials
they expect to have enough
money through September by
moving money among accounts.

The war funds include money
for body armor, reinforced Hum-
vee vehicles and $500 million to
train the new armies of Iraq and
Afghanistan.

The overall bill has $1.6 billion
less than Bush requested for the
Pentagon but nearly $25 billion
over this year’s total, excluding
money for Iraq and Afghanistan.

It has nearly $78 billion for
weapons purchases, $3 billion
more than Bush requested. In-
cluded is more money for Air
Force unmanned Predator aerial
attack vehicles, Stryker combat
vehicles for the Army and a
DD(X) destroyer.

There is $10 billion for contin-
ued work on a national missile de-
fense system. And there is $100
million for the Air Force to mod-
ernize its fleet of midair refueling
tankers — though House lan-
guage was dropped requiring 80
of the craft to be purchased from
the ailing Boeing Co.
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Critics: Old tracks factor in Turkey rail crash

BY JAMES C. HELICKE
The Associated Press

MEKECE, Turkey — Critics
lashed out at the government Fri-
day for ignoring warnings that
old train tracks were not de-
signed to handle a new express
train that derailed in northwest-
ern Turkey, killing 37 people and
injuring 81 others in one of the
country’s worst rail disasters.

The cause of the derailment
was unclear, but government offi-
cials ruled out sabotage. The di-
saster was a major embarrass-
ment for the government, which
dismissed concerns raised about
the high-speed train before ser-
vice was inaugurated last month.

Paramilitary police Friday de-
tained the train’s conductor and

his assistant for questioning, a po-
lice official told The Associated
Press on customary condition of
anonymity.

At daybreak, a crane lifted one
of at least four flipped cars and
loaded it onto a freighter train as
railroad workers began repairing
the tracks. Engineers came for-
ward after Thursday’s accident,
saying they had warned the gov-
ernment numerous times that the
old tracks along the Istanbul-An-
kara line could not handle the
new high-speed cars.

A spokesman for Turkey’s rail-
roads, who refused to be named,
said it was unclear how fast the
train was going at the time of the
crash. He said the speed limit
near the crash site required the

train to slow to 48 mph, from a
previous speed limit of 78 mph.

Survivor Mubhittin Anik said he
went to the restroom five minutes
before the crash and noticed that
a speed indicator showed the
train to be traveling at 85 mph.

‘Union leaders, opposition politi-
cians and newspapers also said
the government neglected warn-
ings its showcase train was too
fast for Turkey’s antiquated rail-
road tracks.

“Serial murder,” the daily Hur-
riyet newspaper said. “Express
massacre,” was the headline in
Sabah.

Experts had called on the gov-
ernment to modernize the rail in-
frastructure before allowing the
trains to travel.

Aydin Erel, professor of engi-
neering at Istanbul’s Yildiz Tech-
nical University, said he warned
the government as recently as
July 14 that the tracks were not
up to standard. “Our infrastruc-
ture was not suitable for such
speed,” Erel said. “Our warnings
were ignored.”

The state-run rail authority re-
jected the criticism and insisted
the lines were safe.

At least four cars overturned
Thursday evening near the small,
rural village of Mekece, with
most of the damage in two cars
that crashed into each other.

Bodies lay near the tracks as
searchers climbed on the over-
turned cars looking for survivors.
Darkness hampered rescue oper-
ations, with soldiers searching

the wreckage and treating the in-
Jured by flashlight.

‘The train was a ll!lle fast
going around the curves,” said in-
jured passenger Namik Kemal
Ozden, lying in his hospital bed
with his face bandaged. “There
were vibrations. My cousin was
sitting next to me; we hugged
each other. The windows broke
and we fell to one side. We could
only understand what happened
once we got out.”

The crash marked a setback for
Turkey’s efforts to modernize its
outdated rail services and for the
government of Prime Minister

ecep yyip Erdogan, who
launched &he high-speed line.

rdogan canceled a trip to Bos-
nia and traveled to the disaster
area by hel\copter, where he
faced angry survivors.

EU’s Solana
vows arole in
Mideast peace

BY STEVE WEIZMAN
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — EU foreign
policy chief Javier Solana wound
up a stormy two-day visit to Isra-
el on Friday saying Europe will
play a role in Mideast peacemak-
ing — whether Israel likes it or

not.

Infuriated by the European
Union’s support for a U.N. Gener-
al Assembly resolution calling for
the demolition of Israel's West
Bank barrier, Israeli officials
have been blasting Brussels and
giving Solana a frosty reception.

A scheduled meeting between
Solana and Vice Premier Ehud
Olmert was canceled at the re-
quest of the Foreign Ministry.
Other talks took place “in the
shadow of Europe’s vote,” For-
eign Minister Silvan Shalom said.

In a meeting with Solana on
Thursday, Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon said the Europeans’ ac-
tion would make it difficult for Is-
rael to involve the EU in the Israe-
li-Palestinian peace process.

Even dovish opposition leader
Shimon Peres, a welcome visitor
to European capitals, criticized
the EU’s opposition to the barri-
er, which Israel says is essential
to keep Palestinian bombers and
gunmen from launching attacks
into Israel.

“I think that a country that has
not experienced terror cannot
judge a country that did experi-
ence it,” Peres told reporters
after meeting Solana on Friday.

Solana was unfazed, saying the
EU has strategic interests in the
Middle East and would not allow
itself to be frozen out of peace ef-
forts.

Europe “is a very important in-
ternational power and is going to
play a role whether you like it or
not,” he said, speaking to Israeli
media.

connected the two sides of Mostar since the 16th
was destroyed after being bombed by Bosnian Croat

ntury, u
forces in 1993. Many countries have donated money and experts to
rebuild the bridge from parts pulled out from the bottom of the river.

Bosnia reopens bridge

BY MIRSAD BEHRAM
The Associated Press

MOSTAR, Bosnia-Herzegovina
— For centuries, Mostar’s stone
bridge was an icon of ethnic diver-
sity. Then, when shelling de-
stroyed it in 1993, the ancient
span came to symbolize the sense-
less brutality of Bosnia’s war.

On Friday, Britain's Prince
Charles and other foreign digni-
taries gathered to reopen the
bridge over the Neretva River,
and many Bosnians hoped it
would help reunite Muslims and
Croats in this picturesque south-
ern town.

“It’s a symbol of hope for the fu-
ture, which I passionately believe
will see Bosnia-Herzegovina as a
full member of the family of the
European Union,” said Chris Pat-
ten, the EU’s external affairs com-
missioner.

Saeb Erekat sald lhe Europeans
must take a central place in
peacel

“T don't see how there can be a
peace process without the EU,”
he said.

began early Friday
with a performance of brass
bands from Croatia and Turkey.
The bridge, built under the Turk-
ish Ottoman empire, was de-
stroyed by Bosnian Croat forces.

The area around the bridge

was off-limits to most Mostar citi-
zens, who watched the daylong
festivities on television at home.
Security was tight, with more
than 2,300 police officers mobi-
lized to seal off the heart of the
city. Helicopters patrolled over-
head and police divers watched
the river.

Former U.N. special envoy Elis-
abeth Rehn, who spent several
years in Bosnia after the
1992-1995 war, returned for Fri-
day’s ceremony. “Already on the
road from Sarajevo to Mostar, it
becomes clear how much every-
thing has developed physically,”
she said. “Now we have to have a
mental rebuilding. The bridge
can be a symbol for that.”

The elegant white-marble
“Stari Most,” or Old Bridge, has
been a beloved landmark since
1ls compleuon in 1566.

is is a bridge which has a
soul of its own,” said Sulejman
Kupusovic, in charge of Friday’s
reopening  ceremony. “Even
when it was destroyed and did
not exist, it was present among
the residents even more than
ever.”

Swimmer crosses channel for 11th time

FOLKESTONE, England — Connecticut marathon swimmer Peter
Jurzynski has completed his 11th trip across the English channel in a

time of more than 17 hours.

Jurzynski battled through a squall before reaching the beach at Cap
Blanc-nez in northern France Thursday night, Mike Oram, honorary
secretary of the Channel Swimming and Piloting Federation and Ju-

rzynski’s pilot, said Friday.

Jurzynski’s time of 17 hours 18 minutes was slower than last year,
when he completed the 21 miles in 14 hours and 57 minutes.

Not exactly first-class seating

DUBLIN, Ireland — Two Ryanair employees were fired Friday for
sitting in the toilets of a packed airplane in breach of aviation regula-

tions.

The no-frills airline said the pilot of Sunday night's flight from the
Spanish city of Girona to Dublin also had resigned after admitting he
permitted the two off-duty cabin crew workers to sit in the aircraft's
rear toilets because no seats were available.

Afghan warlord to run against Karzai

KABUL, Afghanistan — A powerful Afghan warlord will challenge
President Hamid Karzai in the country’s historic October elections, his

spokesman said Thursday.

Abdul Rashid Dostum decided to run after securing support across
the war-riven country’s deep ethnic divides, spokesman Faizullah Zaki
said. Thousands of supporters feted Dostum at a rally in a northern

city, Zaki said.

“He didn’t want to depend on his own movement, he wanted more
people to support him, and today the people showed that,” Zaki said.

“He will run for president.”

There was no immediate reaction from Karzai.

From The Associated Press
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House: No
postponing
election for
terrorism

BY MALIA RULON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House
said Thursday it will not back
any efforts to postpone this year’s
presidential elections due to ter-
rorist threats or attacks.

Lawmakers voted 419-2 in sup-
port of a congressional resolution
from Rep. Bob Ney, R-Ohio, that
also says no agency or individual
should be given the authority to
postpone the date of a national
election, which will be held this
year on Nov. 2.

The House action comes after
the chairman of a federal com-
mission on voting suggested to
congressional leaders last week
that there should be a process for
canceling or rescheduling an elec-
tion interrupted by terrorism. Na-
tional security adviser Condoleez-
za Rice has said the administra-
tion is considering no such plan.

Homeland Security Secretary
Tom Ridge recently warned that
intelligence indicates that the
al-Qaida terrorist network wants
to disrupt the upcoming elec-
tions.

Some lawmakers were con-
cerned that postponing an elec-
tion would make the country look
vulnerable. Others worried that
an election could be postponed
for political purposes.

Ney, who is chairman of the
House Administration Commit-
tee, says it was necessary for the
House to “end such talk immedi-
ately.”

The resolution had 81 co-spon-
sors, including House Speaker
Dennis Hastert, R-IIl.

Unlike a bill, a House resolu-
tion is not binding and does not
have the force of law. It merely
expresses the sentiment of mem-
bers of the House.
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Report: War on terror too vague

BY GLENN KESSLER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The 9/11
commission report offers a broad
critique of a central tenet of the
Bush administration’s foreign pol-
icy — that the attacks have re-
quired a “war on terrorism.”

The report argues that the no-
tion of fighting an enemy called
“terrorism” is too diffuse and
vague to be effective. Strikingly,
the report also makes no refer-
ence to the invasion of Iraq as
being part of the war on terror-
ism, a frequent assertion of Presi-
dent Bush and his top aides.

“The first phase of our
post-9/11 efforts rightly included
military action to topple the Tali-
ban and pursue al Qaeda. This
work continues,” the report said.
“But long-term success demands
the use of all elements of national
power: diplomacy, intelligence,
covert action, law enforcement,
economic policy, foreign aid, pub-
lic diplomacy and homeland de-
fense. If we favor one tool while
neglecting others, we leave our-
selves vulnerable and weaken
our national effort.”

The commission offered a se-
ries of foreign policy prescrip-
tions to correct what if suggests is
an unbalanced global strategy.
The effort is to shift the govern-
ment away from focusing on what
the report calls a “generic evil,”
and toward a more precise defini-
tion of the threat.

he report argues that the na-
tion’s enemy consists of two
parts: al-Qaida, a stateless net-
work of terrorists that is “weak-
ened but continues to pose a
grave threat;” and a radical ideo-
logical movement in the Islamic
world that “is gathering and will
menace Americans and Ameri-
can interests long after” Osama
bin Laden is gone.

Thus, the report said, U.S. strat-
egy must focus on dismantling
al-Qaida and prevailing over the
ideology that fosters Islamic ter-
rorism.

Saddam Hussein’s Iraq was a

W Unsuccessful diplomacy. From 1997 to Sept. 11,
2001, the U.S. government unsuccessfuly tried diplomat-
ic pressure to persuiade the Taliban regime in Afghanistan
to stop providing sanctuary to al-Qaida. Also, the Saudi
and U.S. governments did not fully share intelligence infor-
mation or collaborate to disrupt al-Qaida finances.

W Lack of military options. On three occasions in
1998-1999, intelligence was credible enough to warrant
planning for possible strikes, but policy-makers decided
the risks of error outweighed the benefits.

W Intelligence failures. Agencies struggled during the
1990s to collect intelligence on the developing terrorist
threat, but were hobbled by flat budgets, an outdated struc-
ture and bureaucratic rivalries.

W FBI troubles. Significant resources were devoted to
case-specific prosecutions and after-the-fact investigations
of terror attacks rather than prevention.

W Weak border and immigration controls. The 19 hijack-
ers included known al-Qaida operatives who could have

Major findings of the Sept. 11 commission

been put on govemment watch lists and presented fraudu-
lent or otherwise suspicious-looking passports.

B Weak aviation security. Hijackersslipped through air-
port security checkpoints even after being selected for extra
baggage screeningM Terrorist financing. The conspiracy
made extensive use of U.S. banks, with hijackers opening
accounts in their own names and using passports, but their
transactions were unremarkable and essentially invisible.

W Vulnerable homeland security. Confusion reigned
among FAA and military officials the day of the attacks.
FAA officials trained to respond to a traditional hijacking,
not a suicide attack, were slow to alert the military.

W Slow emergency response. Basic flaws in New York
City's emergency 911 phone system denied people inside
the World Trade Center potentially lifesaving information.

W Poor congressional oversight. Congress was slow to
recognize the growing terror threat; it also gave little guid-
ance to executive branch agencies.

From The Associated Press

largely secular state. The report
notes that a failed Iraq in the wake
of the U.S. invasion could become
“breeding grounds for attacks
against Americans at home.”

The report identifies six areas
that it says could
be bases for ter-
rorists — areas
with rugged ter-
rain and weak gov-
ernments — that
it says should be a
particular  focus
of U.S. policy. The
report also makes
specific  recom-
mendations about
U.S. policy toward
three key Islamic
states — Pakistan,
Afghanistan and

audi Arabia —
with the biggest
shift in policy rec-
ommended  for
U.S.-Saudi relations.

The report faulted the failure of
both Saudi and American leaders
to talk openly about the close rela-
tionship at the top levels of gov-
ernment, and for allowing the re-
lationship to be defined mostly by

The report notes
that a failed Iraq
in the wake of
the U.S. invasion
could become
“breeding
grounds for
attacks against
Americans at
home.”

oil. “As a result, neither the U.S.
nor the Saudi people appreciated
all the dimensions of the bilateral
relationship,” the report s

The report, recommended that
the United States push the often
repressive socief
to undertake polit
cal and economic
reforms, includ-
ing greater toler-
ance and cultural
respect.

Democratic pres-
idential candidate
John Kerry has at-
tacked Saudi Ara-
bia on the cam-
paign trail, and
lately  President
Bush has been
more blunt about
the need for the
Saudis to embrace
reforms.

On Afghanistan,
the report offers a mixed view of
the administration’s efforts there.
The report notes that the adminis-
tration paid “relatively little atten-
tion” to rebuilding Afghanistan at
first but the policy shifted in 2003.
The report urged that the United

States continue to make a
long-term commitment to a stable
Afghanistan.

The report sidestepped the
question of whether the invasion
of Traq affected the U.S. commit-
ment to Afghanistan.

The report strongly supports
the Bush administration’s ap-
proach toward Pakistan, includ-
ing its support of President Per-
vez Musharraf after he broke
with the Taliban government in
Afghanistan following the Sept.
11 attacks. Though Musharraf
grabbed power in a bloodless
coup and has thwarted democra-
cy, the report said he “repre-
sents the best hope for stability
in Pakistan and Afghanistan.”
The report urged that through-
out the Muslim world, the United
States must stand for individual
educational and economic oppor-
tunity and not associate as close-
ly with repressive regimes.
“America’s policy choices have
consequences,” the report said.
“Those choices must be integrat-
ed with America’s message of op-
portunity to the Arab and Mus-
lim world.”

Nuke alarm accidentally shut off

VERNON, Vt. — A portion of the emergen-
cy alert system at the Vermont Yankee nucle-
ar power plant was inadvertently shut off by
an electric company line worker last week, of-
ficials say.

It was several days before the plant, as well
as state and local officials, corrected the prob-
lem.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission said
Thursday it was launching a special investig:
tion into the lapse and would send a specialist
in emergency alert systems to Vermont to in-
vestigate.

An emergency generator switched on when
the system was disconnected last Friday. But
an alert that the generator was running — a
signal that something was wrong — apparent-
ly never reached state, federal or plant offi-
cials.

The system was completely down for about
14 hours after the generator used up its pro-
pane.

Greenpeace on thin ice in Alaska

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Alaska prosecu-
tors have accused Greenpeace of breaking en-

vironmental laws, citing the activist group’s
ship for not submitting oil spill prevention doc-
uments before entering state waters.

The Greenpeace ship Arctic Sunrise, with
27 activists on board, is touring Southeast
Alaska to protest logging in the Tongass Na-
tional Forest.

Department of Law spokesman Mark Mor-
ones said the misdemeanor charges were
filed Thursday.

Poll: Bush, Kerry even

WASHINGTON — Despite dissatisfaction
with the country’s direction and the adminis-
tration’s principal policies, the presidential
race remains a virtual dead heat as the Demo-
cratic convention approaches, a Los Angeles
Times poll has found.

Sen. John F. Kerry, the presumptive Demo-
cratic presidential nominee, leads President
Bush by 2 percentage points among regis-
tered voters nationwide, with or without liber-
al independent candidate Ralph Nader includ-
ed in the matchup.

That’s an advantage within the poll’s mar-
gin of error, and a smaller lead than Kerry en-
joyed in a Times survey last month.

But other poll findings show narrow — and

in some instances broad — majorities unhap-
py with Bush’s direction, a threatening trend
for an incumbent.

Fifty-four percenl say the nation is moving in
the wrong direction.

Virginia man executed

JARRATT, Va. — A man who fatally shot
his wife and 2-year-old son was put to death
by injection Thursday night.

Asked by the warden if he had any final
words, Mark W. Bailey said in a clear, strong
voice, “No, thank you.” He was pronounced
dead at 9:07 p.m. at the Greensville Correc-
tional Center.

Gov. Mark R. Warner on Thursday evening
denied Bailey’s request for clemency, noting
that his case had been reviewed by several
courts. The Supreme Court unanimously de-
nied Bailey’s appeal Wednesday.

Bailey, 34, shot his wife three times in the
head as she slept in their Hampton home in
September 1998. He gunned down his son
moments later as the child climbed out of

ed.

Bailey, a Gulf War veteran and Navy subma-
riner, was convicted of capital murder in July
1999.

From The Associated Press
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bush vs. military ds

Jessica Inigo’s article, “Ist ID GI gets
jail time” (July 14), about Spc. Donald Gen-
try’s court-martial for stealing some
$68,000 from an Iragi bank he was guard-
ing, was interesting and the punishment
was appropriate for the crime. Having
said that, shouldn’t the commander in
chlet be held to those same military stan-
5?7

What I refer to is the fact that President
Bush is in possession of a pistol (by his
own public admission) taken from Sadd-
am Hussein in Iraq by a Delta Force team
at the time of Saddam’s capture. Bush now
has it mounted on the wall of the White
house and claims to have shown it to sever-
al people, boasting of its value. When
asked by a reporter at the G8 Summit
press conference if he would be “willing to
give it to President Al-Yawer as a symbol-
ic gift, or are you keeping it?”, he replied,
“It's now the property of the U.S. govern-
ment.”

Consider the charges levied on Gentry,
which included:

reeny — he stole money. Bush pos-
sesses a stolen gun that is a historical arti-
fact that’s value is yet to be determinex

M Knowingly concealing property
Bush will not return this treasure to Iraq
but, unlike Gentry, enjoys the executive
privilege to flaunt it instead of having to
conceal it.

W Conspiracy — Bush eagerly accepting
the stolen gun that was illegally taken out
of Iraq by the Delta team, although I doubt
Delta benefited other than praise from the
president for the stolen item.

W Making false statements — assuming
Gentry first denied taking the money. In
contrast, Bush’s false statements occur in
what he doesn't say, by not informing the
press that he, indeed, accepted a stolen ob-
ject, illegally taken from Irag.

Gentry lost his specialist rank, pay, al-
lowances and suffered a bad conduct dis-
charge, that will remain with him for the
rest of his employable life, which will,
needless to say, effect his income capabili-
ties rather negatively.

Bush gets what ... to keep the illegal tro-
phy, retain his position as president and
commander in thief (oops, chief), with full
pay and benefits, plus no public shame or
responsibility.

Dooneshury

MR, MURDICH, CAN A NET-
WORK THAT HAS FIVE TIMES
VE

Mallard Fillmore

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
tight to edit letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

Via fax: [Cmmtry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8:

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

are given the chance to be with that one
special person, it makes your life so much
better everyday. It makes you a better per-
son and gives each of us a reason to want
to do better in all aspects of our life.

When 1 first met my wife, I knew she
was my special person and now, after al-
most six years, I am still in awe that she
married me.

Tlook at my sister who is married to an-
other woman and I am in awe of them.
They are a great couple and their two sons
are taken care of and are well-educated,
full of love and laughter. Their union is the
same as mine is to my wife — a good
match of two people. It should not be left
up to the courts to tell everyone who can
marry and who cannot. It also should not
be an issue for the president because of a
little thing called separation of church and
state. For President Bush to have tried to
get the Co changed was a

As the mother of an Army reservist who
recently returned from Iraq, I find this not
only offensive but actions of someone who
feels he is above the law solely because of
his position.

My son was given a three-page list, prior
to his deployment to Iraq, (another docu-
ment Bush has evidently not seen or read)
stating the items they were not allowed to
remove from Irag, according to military
law. Some of these were as simple as road
signs, pieces of wood, even dirt, but most
importantly, no weapons of any kind. Had
my son violated any of this list, he would
be facing charges just as Gentry did.

If the public, or even our own troops,
were made aware of the blatant disregard
this president has for our own military
laws and codes of ethics, not only would a
second term be laughable but military fam-
ilies, like mine and Gentry’s, might consid-
er bringing Bush up on the same charges
in a very publicized court-martial. What
kind of a loss in rank do you think Bush
would incur then?

Alycia A. Barr
Pine Grove, Pa.

Gay marriages — get over it

I say good for anyone — gay, straight, bi
or otherwise — who has the chance to be
with that one special person. For when you

Ive 6o /] sr!
e on ey
%pm%ﬁp

Bill Co5BY..

/%WMJQ# e keriy empoonp...

far-fetched move, a lot like everything else
he has done so far.

So many other people also want to say
God says it is wrong. I say they are hiding
behind God to hide their own insecurity. I
mean what really happens when two peo-
ple of the same sex get married? Nothing.
The world doesn’t stop, the rain doesn't
fall and God has yet to strike down a single
couple that has been married in the
church.

So, get over it. Put your energies to a bet-
ter cause, such as ending your ignorance,
world hunger AIDS in Africa, Bush in of-
and live your life. You only have
one .md should you really be wasting it on
who married whom?

Jason Mayfield
Weitersweiler, Germany

ted, disgusted

was disappointed that the article
“Face off with el toro” (July 20) was pub-
llshed and even more disgusted to see the
large and unnecessary pictures. This
“tpnn" is horrible and cruel, and most cer-
tainly would never be allowed in the Unit-
ed .

The Stars and Stripes is an American
publication and the newspaper should not
be promoting such events.

Dawn M. Madrid

Brussels, Belgium

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Defending working moms

Courts tell bosses:

BY DAVID CRARY

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Meeting the de-
‘mands of both job and family can
be daunting for any working
mother — or father. However, re-
cent court rulings are sending a
strong warning to employers:
Don’t assume such juggling acts
will lower workplace perfor-

“It’s not appropriate to disad-
vantage women because they’re
mothers,” said law professor
Joan Williams. “In the Ppast, peo-
ple were very dubious these
cases could win in litjgalion. but
now it's clear they can.”

liams, director of American
Umversltys Program on Work-
Life Law, contends that many
working women eventually col-
lide with what she calls “the ma-
ternal wall” — career roadblocks
arising from employers’ assump-
tions that motherhood will pre-
vent a woman from being fully
dedicated to her job.

“Discrimination agamst par-
ents and other caregivers in em-
ployment is becoming a new bat-
tleground,” Williams said. “An in-
creasing number of employees
are suing their employers be-
cause they lost their jobs, were
passed over for promotion, or
were treated unfairly based on
their responslblllues to care for
children or others.”

Williams’ arguments were ech-
oed forcefully in April by a feder-
al appeals court in New York,

which ruled that workplace ste-
reotyping about mothers can qual-
ify as gender discrimination. In
what women’s rights advocates
depicted as a landmark opinion,
the court said school psychologist
Elana Back could proceed with a
lawsuit against two superiors —
both women — who denied her
tenure in Hastings-on-Hudson,

Overturning a lower court deci-
sion to quash the lawsuit, Judge
Guido Calabresi said Back could
proceed without having to prove
that fathers were treated better
than mothers by the school dis-
trict.

Wrote the judge, “It takes no
special training to discern stereo-
typing when someone claims that
a woman cannot be a good moth-
er and work long hours or be in a
job that requires a strong commit-
ment if she has little ones at

me.”

No trial date has been set yet,
but Back in a message
e-mailed to The Associated Press
— said she hopes her case helps
women nationwide.

“There are millions of working
mothers who are successful at
both career and family, yet their
careers suffer due to gender-bi-
ased thinking by their employ-
ers,” she wrote. “I look forward to
my day in court to carry the ban-
ner for working moms.”

‘According to the Program on
WorkLife Law, there have been
about 40 recent cases in which
employees successfully argued
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Don’t assume women aren’t committed

that they were discriminated
against because of their roles as
parents or caregivers.

Several cases involved men —
including one seeking to care for
his ailing wife, another for his eld-
erly parents.

However, Jocelyn Samuels of
the Washington-based National
Women’s Law Center said moth-
ers are the predominant victims
of such discrimination.

“Women who are on the fast
track can find themselves de-
railed when they decide to have
children,” she said. “There’s still
an automatic presumption that
women will put their child-rear-
ing responsibilities before their
employment commitme

The federal Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission,
which handles job discrimination
complaints regarding gender and

ifi

Kirstie Foster,
an employee at
General Mills,
plays with her
daughter Mia, 8
months, at the
company's child
care center at
its Golden
Valley, Minn.,
headquarters.
The onsite infant
care is a big.
draw for working
mothers.

other grounds, does not
ly track allegations of parent-
hood-related bias. But it could
press gender bias charges against
any company that treats working
mothers worse — or better —
than working fathers.

Dianna Johnston, EEOC assis-
tant legal counsel, suggested that
employers concerned about a par-
ent’s ability to juggle home and
work should follow the approach
recommended in dealing with a
disabled worker.

“You should not assume that be-
cause somebody has a dlsabnhty,
they can’t perform the job,
Johnston said. “You tell them
what the job requirements are,
and ask them, ‘Can you do that?’ B

EXCHANGE RATES

rates

Japanese yen i ¥on
§;Korean won (uly 29
uro.

em-
ployers recommend that business-
es strive to help all their workers,
parents or not, attain a satisfying
job/family balance through flexi-
ble schedules and other options.
“If you only offer flexibility for
‘women with children, you're set-
ting yourself up for a problem
with the other employees,” said
Jennifer Schramm of the Society
for Human Resource Manage-

General Mills, among the

ajor companies often praised
for effective family-friendly poli-
cies, has options available for all
employees, and also one feature
atits Golden Valley, Minn., head-
quarters that is particularly
prized by working mothers — an
onsite infant care center.

Advocates for women in the
workplace say mothers’ job status
would improve if more fathers
started pressing for — and using
— paternity leave and other pro-
grams enabling them to share
more child-care duties. Accord-
ing to the Society for Human Re-
source only 15 per-

cent of U.S. companies offer paid
paternity leave.

Drug Eli Lilly &
Co. is one of those that does, but
spokeswoman Joan Todd said it
took several years for fathers on
the workforce to overcome fears
that using the benefit would dam-
age their careers.

Ellen Galinksy, president of the
New York-based Families and
‘Work Institute, said about 40 per-
cent of all workers nationwide,
male and female, suspect their
employers will hold it against
them if they take advantage of
programs like paternity leave or
flex ti

“But when a company pro-
motes those policies and believes
in them, the numbers change,”
she said.

Cynthia Calvert, an attorney
who works with Williams at the
Program on WorkLife Law, has
been advising employers how to
avoid lawsuits of the sort filed by
Elana Back, the school psycholo-
gist.

She recommends expanding
corporate anti-discrimination pol-
icies, and giving supervisors up-
dated training to make clear that
bias related to parenting or other
caregiving is unacceptable.

re;
Sw\tzcr\and (Franc) -
Thailand (8
T,
(Milita 0
available to customers at military bank:
Ing facilties n the country of issuance
r Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kquom
For monlocal currency excha

dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

30-year bond .1
Soorener ha Associatad Bress, Bank of
‘America, Bloomberg.com

Calculators for homebuyers

Knight Ridder/Tribune

Although interest rates have
started to move higher, home
‘mortgage rates still remain a rel-
ative bargain.

Several Web sites feature on-
line calculators that can help a
prospective homebuyer figure
out what kind of rate he or she
can expect and the amount of
‘monthly mortgage payments.

Here's just a few:

Bankrate.com. Features mort-
gage and amortization calcula-
tors, and a range of mortgage ad-

ice.

Relator.com. Determine the

Cénts and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

loan amount you can qualify for
by income, savings and rate.

HSH  Associates, Financial
Publishers. (www.hsh.com) Cal-
culator provides simple guide to
finding an affordability esti-
mate.

LoanSaver.org. Figures
monthly payment based on
home sale price, percent of
‘money down, length of loan and
annual interest rate.

Smartmoney.com.  Select
“Mortgage Calculator” under
“Tools and Worksheets” to re-
ceive a simple monthly pay-
ment, prepayment info and fu-
ture payments analysis.
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Ruby returns home

LOS ANGELES

Ruby the elephant,
whose transfer to another
200 seemed to make her one
unhappy  camper  and
prompted a lawsuit, can
start packing her trunk.
She’s coming home.

The 43-year-old Afri-
can elephant was moved
from Los Angeles to the
Kno: ZooinTen-  +~
nessee last year, but
things didn’t go as planned.

She was loaned to the Tennessee
zoo in May 2003 to serve as role
model for younger elephants try-
ing to breed and raise calves. But
she shoved an elephant when they
were introduced and has been kept
separate from the other elephants
by a metal rail for most of her 14
months there, officials said.

By contrast, at the city zoo in Los
Angeles, Ruby would touch trunks
and apparently play with Gita, an
Aslan elephanl she had known for
16 y¢

Man busted himself

LANGHORNE — A man

‘who returned a rental car al-
legedly forgot to take along 88 bags
of heroin he had left in the car.

Employees of an Enterprise
Rent-A-Car agency called police
and reported finding the drugs hid-
den under a layer of napkins in the
car’s console, authorities said.

Using information found in the
wallet the man also left behind, De-
tective Daniel Baranoski of nearby
Middletown contacted Robert La-
guerre, posing as someone who
had found the heroin, and told him
he wanted to return the drugs for a
reward, authorities said.

Baranosk\ set up a meeting with
Laguerre at a mall in this Philadel-
phia suburb, and Laguerre was ar-
rested when he arrived, police
said.

Laguerre was arraigned Thurs-
day on charges of possession of a
controlled substance with intent to
deliver.

Officers get a shock
PORTALES — Lightning
struck two New Mexico

State Police officers while they

were helping motorists on a road

flooded by a thunderstorm, but
both men stayed on the job.

Officers Clint Varnell and Lance
Bateman were sent to help people
in about 1S vehicles stalled by a
flash flood late Tuesday , said state
police Lt. Jimmy Glascock.

They were struck after rescuing
a woman and three small children
from one vehicle in a ditch.

However, the men continued
helping motorists until the water
started to recede.

They eventually drove them-
selves to a hospital in Portales and
were transferred to Covenant,
where they were listed in satisfac-
tory condition Wednesday, Glas-
cock said. Bateman said he did not
consider his work heroic, “just
earning my pay.”

Besndes, he added: “We needed
the rain.”

Patron censoring hooks

LAYTON — Library offi-

cials are facing a mystery

that only Jessica Fletcher could
solve.

It seems a library patron has

been busy crossing out the “hells”

and “damns” in books based on the

county in South Caroli-
na that does not give
employees the King

holiday off with pay.

A policy passed in
2003 gave county employ-
ees five fixed holidays and
let them choose the other
five days they get off work.

The Martin Luther King

Jr. holiday came in a distant

ROUNDUP

popular “Murder, She Wrote” TV
series and changing them to
“hecks” and “darns.”

Library workers are at a loss as
to what to do about the self-appoint-
ed censor who is blotting out the
purple prose with a purple pen.

“It would be by luck or a total ac-
cident if we were to catch [the cul-
prit],” says county library director
Pete Giacoma. “That’s why we are
asking people to just let us know if
they see anything or notice any
other markings so that we can get
it on the record.”

So far, the freelance editor’s com-
ments appear to be limited to the
Fletcher novels.

Tax foes force vote?

CARSON CITY — Tax foes

say they gathered enough
signatures to force a vote on repeal-
ing a record $833 million state tax
increase. About 68,000 people
signed the petition. About 65,000
signed another petition prohibiting

sixth with 21 percent of the
vote.

Slow start for police

m MEDFIELD — Two

young males who drove off
in a piece of heavy equipment sto-
len from a construction site led a
police officer on a slow-speed
chase Sunday before jumping off
the running vehicle, which then
ran into the officer’s parked cruis-

er, police said.
The equipment, called a lull,
came toa stop after the un-

occupied cruiser, which was to-
taled, police Sgt. John Wilhelmi
said.

Police led an unsuccessful
search for two young males who
fled after the chase. The pursuit
began after the two apparently
broke through a locked gate at
Blake Middle School in Medfield, a
suburb southwest of Boston.

Police brought in specially
trained dogs to search for the pair
in a wooded area that includes
marshland. The search was called
off around 10 am.

Jays vs. Frito-Lay
IL CHICAGO A federal
judge has ordered that
Frito-Lay Inc. turn over to its rival
cking up its claim

local and nment employ-
ees from serving in elected office.
Officials must verify the signa-
tures before putting the measures
on the November ballot.

No free time for MLK

GREENVILLE — For

ond year, employecs of
Greenville County voted against
taking a day off to honor slain civil
rights leader Martin Luther King

.
Greenville remains the only

Perplexed percussion
Thomas Mason, a junior drummer,
looks over his music Tuesday
afternoon as the drum squad re-
hearses on the front lawn of the
Youngstown, Ohio, school. The
band started practice this week
and will leave for band camp Aug 9.

ba
that Chlcagoans prefer their potato

On Munday, Chicago-based Jays
Foods went to court to challenge
Frito-Lay’s advertising claim that
Chicagoans “prefer the taste of
Lay’s over Jays.”

‘The lawsuit alleges the billboard
ads compare a Lay’s product to an
unflavored Jays potato chip that
doesn’t exist. Jays says in the law-
suit that the Plano, Texas-based
Frito-Lay has refused to provide
test results to substantiate its ads.

A US. District judge refused
Wednesday to allow Frito-Lay to
keep parts of its documentation
confidential. He says the public
has a right to know.

Robber aids in capture

BARBOURSVILLE — An

accused bank robber easi-
ly made away with some cash, and
then made it easy for the cops to
catch him.

Authorities say Brian Fenton
walked into the First State Bank on
Tuesday and told a teller to call
911 because he was robbing the

Fenlon 41, allegedly waited for
the teller to make the call and then
left with an undisclosed amount of
cash. He was arrested by a deputy
waiting outside the door, said Sgt.
Mike McCallister with the Cabell
County Sheriff's Department.

“As soon as he walked out of the
bank, he walked directly into the
arms of Deputy Todd Wentz,” Mc-
Callister said.

No weapon was found. Fenton
was charged with felony bank rob-
bery. He was jailed Wednesday on
$100,000 bail.

If convicted, he faces 10 to 25
years in prison.

Kelvin Bonner, 2, of Columbus, Ohio, stares
GOt yOllr nose at Dotty on Tuesday through the glass at
the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. Dotty is the great-granddaughter of
Colo, who in 1956 became one of the first gorillas born in captivity. Dotty
‘was born on April 17 at the zoo.

Serica Hallstead, 5, at bottom, and
Chutes and NAPPETS  fiend Atlie Wagner, 6, wiped out
from a rousing game of parachute play, take a power nap in the parachute
at Atwater Park in Canandaigua, N.Y., on Tuesday. The two are pai
pants in the YMCA Kidventures program.
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Eversing’s fine, ocifer!

lowa State Trooper D.L. Cutts watches as Brian Jones, a junior at
Ames High School, tries to walk a straight line while wearing “drunk

s” during a driver’s education class at Meeker Elementary School in Ames, lowa. The goggles simulate

Lane Battles, 3, of Rush Springs, Okla., eats a
Gourd gorge slice of watermelon at his dad's melon stand
Monday in Lawton, Okla. Rush Springs, a mecca for melon lovers, hosts a
watermelon festival in August.

Speedy swing

Shane Funk, 4, left, and Whitney
Funk, 2, of Baltimore, get a push
on the swing from Dalton Ewing, 6,
of Rushville, Ohio, on Tuesday at
the Slate Run Living Hnsloncal
Farm, near Lithopolis, Ohio. The
farm is set in the 1880s and
operates with methods, clothi
and technology from that period.

Cannonball!

Sam Curran 14, left, and Max Harrington, 14, both of Rye, N.H., leap off the Saga-
more Bridge in Portsmouth, N.H., into the creek on a hot Tuesday afternoon.

Black bears play house

WEST ORANGE — A

planned black bear exhibit
at Essex County’s zoo will allow vis-
itors to view the bears the way
they're often seen in New Jersey
— through a living room window.

The Turtle Back Zoo’s “Bears in
Your Backyard” exhibit is taking
advantage of the many encounters
New Jersey residents now have
with bears, a consequence of the
state’s dense population and its
burgeoning bruin population.

“One of the viewing stations will
be from a [mock] living room and a
kitchen, and one of the TVs in the
living room will be showing educa-
tional bear videos,” said zoo Direc-
tor Jeremy Goodman.

The exhibit is scheduled to be
completed later this year and
stocked with a pair of bear cubs in
the spring.

Not competing for bones

RIDGEFIELD — As this

Columbia ~ River town
searches for a new city manager,
one candidate appears to have two
legs up over the others.

Signs have popped up all over
the city in support of Otis, an
11-year-old Boston terrier.

No one’s saying who made the fli-
ers, complete with a profile shot of
Otis and a disclaimer that the signs
were paid for by the “he will do bet-
ter than the last guy committee.”

Ridgefield’s former city manag-
er, Randy Bombardier, was placed
on administrative leave in March,
then fired after being accused of re-
moving lead-based paint from City
Hall without public safety or envi-
ronmental precautions.

In June, the state attorney gener-
al's office charged Bombardier
with official misconduct, which
carries a maximum penalty of one
year in jail and a $5,000 fine.

Bombardier has said he did noth-
ing wrong and that City Council
members knew more about the
paint than he did.

Officer takes own report

WICHITA FALLS — Not

only was Police Chief Ken
Coughlin’s home burglarized, but
he had to fill out the report, too.

Coughlin left his garage door
open when he went for a walk in
the morning. His family stayed be-
hind, and his sons saw two men car-
rying tools from the home while he
was away.

When Coughlin returned about
an hour later, his wife was looking
for evidence.

Because the officers were busy
on Sunday, the chief took his own
incident report instead of waiting
until another officer was free.

Coughlin said at a community
meeting that the Wichita Falls Po-
lice Department is officially 18 of-
ficers short of the allotted 190 posi-
tions.

Judge OK’s Web site

MONTGOMERY A

judge ruled that a defen-
dant in a federal drug case may
post a Web site seeking informa-
tion on potential witnesses whose
plclurea are displayed under a
“W. 'ED” banner. U.S. District
Judge Myron Thompson said the
free speech and fair trial rights of
the defendant, Leon Carmichael,
outweigh the government’s con-
cern that it may pose a threat to its
witnesses.

Vandals loot site

[Tl JONESBORO — County po-
lice stepped up patrols after
vandals looted a University of Illi-
nois archaeological site last week.
Researchers believe bits of pottery
and fire-cracked rocks found there
were part of an Indian campsite
dating to around 1,000 A.D. The
state wants to widen roads in the
area and sent archaeologists to ex-
amine it for historic significance.

Alleged patient abuse

PADEN — The state De-

partment of Health appoint-
ed a temporary manager for a care
center for mentally disabled adults
because the operator allegedly co-
erced residents into having sex
with him. In its filing for an emer-
gency order, the health depart-
ment alleged that Junior Clonts ad-
mitted to sexual abuses. A judge
barred Clonts from dealing with
residential-care  patients  and
Health Department officials.

Man found on road

TAMPA — The man was

found on the side of the
road, curled up and naked. He
couldn’t walk or talk.

On Tuesday, more than 24 hours
after he was discovered, hospital of-
ficials were still desperate to know
his name.

They know this much: He is a
black man in his 20s who is mental-
ly and physically disabled, accord-
ing to hospital officials. Police
brought him there after passersby
saw him lying on the ground near a
convenience store and called for
help.

“He will smile and laugh and coo,
and that’s it,” said Stephanie Shaw,
a registered nurse at the hospital.

“He obviously would not have
been able to get out of where he was
living to go to this convenience
store,” she said. “I'm assuming
someone dropped him off.”

Men fight over toilet

cT STRATFORD — It was a
case of potty rage.

Two men were arrested after a
fight broke out over a public toilet.

Andres A. Diaz, 52, was using
the bathroom at a Burger King
while Joseph Manuel Augusto, 37,
waited for his turn Friday night.

The two got into an argument
when Diaz emerged after what Au-
gusto thought was too much time,
police said.

Heated words escalated into a
physical fight.

The two men allegedly bumped
chests, then chased each other
around the restaurant with their
weapons — Augusto was armed
with a small razor pocket knife and
Diaz brandished a Burger King
straw dispenser, police said.

No one was injured. Both men
were charged with breach of peace
and issued a summons to appear in
court on July 27.

First in home injuries
ALBUQUERQUE — Inju-
ries in the home kill more

people in New Mexico than in any

other state, a national group says.

The nonprofit Home Safety Coun-

cil ranked New Mexico at the top of

the list for the number of fatalities

from unintentional home injuries.
New Mexico averaged 13.03

deaths per 100,000 people from

1992-99, nearly double the national

average of 6.83.

Stories and photos from wire services
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FOX News
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One ‘CSI’ star returns to TV drama =

LOS ANGELES — Jorja Fox, the “CSI: Crime Scene In-
vestigation” star who was fired for skipping work in a sal- :30 |
ary dispute, is returning to the hit CBS drama.

Fox reached an agreement with the network and will
be back on the set next week, a source close to the produc-
tion said Thursday, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Co-star George Eads also lost his job when he aiso
failed to report last week for the start of production on the
fifth season. Eads’ situation remained unchanged Thurs-
day. But a public apology — in which the actor said he
merely overslept and wasn’t angling for more money —
‘may have opened the door to talks, the source said.

Fox and Eads, who play investigators Sara Sidle and
Nick Stokes on the forensics drama set in Las Vegas,
were being paid a reported $100,000 each per episode.
From The Associated Press
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Judd 1azzes

‘De-Lovely’

BY DESSON THOMSON
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Ashley Judd throws a pink ball
across her hotel room.

One of her two cockapoos — either Buttermilk or Shug
— runs for it. In town recently to promote “De-Lovely,” a
film about Cole Porter’s complicated relationship with his
wife, Linda (played by Judd), she exudes physical
busy-ness. She confesses she can be “manic” when it
comes to certain things, like traveling, or following her hus-
band, race-car driver Dario Franchitti, around the world
for his races.

But preparing for a movie role, she says, is an easier
task. “It’s just reading,” she says. She did a lot of reading
for “De-Lovely.”

Linda Porter, a hearty supporter of her husband’s music
and the inspiration for many of his songs, had to live with a
man who was far more physically attracted to men. The
movie is about, among other things, how she keeps up her
love for her husband, despite a nonphysical relationship.

Playing Linda appealed to Judd, she says, because “she
was really rich. I thought it would be fun to play someone
sorich. And stylish and smart. And independent. An eman-
cipated woman in the Jazz Age, unconventional and with
her own convictions. Very impressive lady.”

In terms of Cole Porter’s homosexuality, “I think Linda
knew everything. Maybe it’s not on a higher plane. A love
about two people who authentically knew each other for
who and what they were. ... They had a love and under-
standing that did not have a sexual basis. She was an in-
credible, kinda high-class enabler of his music.”

Linda’s real concern, Judd continues, was when Cole’s
behavior in Hollywood “became outrageous and was a

when Ashley Judd first joined, she was voted
the most likely to quit her acting class at Play-
house West Repertory Theater, under acting
teacher Robert Carnegie.

“I think I share that distinction with Dustin
Hoffman and Gene Hackman, who received
similar lack of confidence from their fellow stu-
dents. Good company.”

She says it with the kind of tone that could
cause frostbite.

“The thing about that network [E!] is, you lie
down with dogs and you get up with fleas,” Judd
says. “I disapproved of the entire thing. The train
had left the station, and they were going to do it re-
gardless of what we felt about it. I know some people
chose to participate to direct them in an honest way.
But I haven't seen it; I won’t see it. It's as much a tabloid
as the National Enquirer. I have no respect for it and
what they do. And I'd like to pinch people who
watch it to get them to wake up.”

Quick, back to the movie. Or life.
Yeah, life’s a good subject.

“I want more than anything else
in this life to be happy,” she says.
“I had an unhappy enough child-
hood; I don’t want to be unhappy
anymore.”

Watching her sister and moth-
er, the successful country music
duo, made her realize “money
doesn’t buy you happiness.”

What does give Ashley Judd
happiness? “Work is a part of

threat to his well-being. That was a time when
ity was not only viewed as terrifically aberrant but it was
illegal. ... There was no telling what could have happened
to [Cole], this cherished American who really reigned in
this country for several decades. ... I don’t think the public
knew.”

The interview is going amicably until there’s mention of
a certain tabloid TV special (“The Judds: E! True Holly-
wood Story”) that recently aired tacky implications about
Judd’s family, which includes the singing mother-daugh-
ter duo Naomi and Wynonna. According to the special,

that, the extent to which I can be
oth i and

fulfilled. Like operating on a
few levels simultaneously,
maybe it’s the right brain and
left brain, being able to contrib-
ute to my work that’s stimulat-
ing. 'm generally a very feel-
ing person in terms of social in-
justice and that’s important to
me, and, you know, a fine
spring day.”

Boss magazine heads south

A popular fan magazine and Web site de-
voted to Bruce Springsteen soon will be
based in North Carolina.

Chris Phillips, editor and publisher of
Backstreets, which has covered Springs-
teen since 1980, will relocate to Carrboro
from Washington, D.C.

Phillips, 33, and his small staff track and
review concerts, give news updates about
Springsteen and his E Street Band, sell mer-
chandise and host a lively message board
where fans can chat and exchange tickets.

Raitt rails against Bush

‘Winding up her summer tour across Eu-
rope, Bonnie Raitt drew thunderous ap-
plause at the Stock-
holm Jazz Festival in
Sweden for dedicating
a classic to President
Bush.

“We’'re gonna sing
this for George Bush
because he’s out of
here, people!” Raitt
crowed Tuesday night
before she launched
into the opening licks
of “Your Good Thing

Raitt

(Is About to End),” a cover that was fea-
tured on her 1979 album, “The Glow.”

The song, written by Isaac Hayes and
David Porter, has been sung by several no-
table performers, including Mable John
and Lou Rawls.

Raitt’s comments resulted in a round of ap-
plause and even whistles from among the es-
timated 3,000 concertgoers at the Swedish
capital’s annual jazz event held on the banks
of the downtown Skeppsholmen island.

Rose restaurant heist

Pete Rose’s Palm Beach County, Fla.,
restaurant was broken
into and burglars
made off with over
$10,000 in sports mem-
orabilia.

Collector jerseys, an
autographed football
and a pair of Muham-
'mad Ali boxing gloves
‘were among the items
stolen in the early
Tuesday ‘morning
heist at the Pete Rose
Ballpark Cafe, a Boyn-
ton Beach police report said.

“Ididn’t know about [the robbery] until I
got here,” baseball’s career hits leader told

WFOR-TV in Miami as he surveyed the
damage.

Accordmg to the report, police respond-
ed to the break-in at 4:34 a.m. after receiv-
ing a call from a security officer at a near-
by hotel.

Police suspect the break-in happened be-
tween 2:30 and 4:15 am.

A broken glass panel on one of the restau-
rant’s doors had been smashed, police said.

Trump trumps Bird casino bid

Donald Trump bested two casino groups
— including one backed by hometown hero
Larry Bird — for the bid to build a casino
in the struggling community of French
Lick, Ind., where movie stars once vaca-
tioned.

The State Gaming Commission awarded
the contract to Trump on Tuesday, at the
end of two days of public hearings. Com-
missioners said the billionaire developer
had been unanimously endorsed by a local
committee in the southern Indiana commu-
nity about 60 miles northwest of Louisville,

Trump promised to open the casino by
the end of 2005 and give $10 million to the
French Lick Springs Resort & Hotel and
the West Baden Springs Hotel for restora-
tion. Trump’s casino proposal includes a

deli, a buffet and an entertainment lounge.
Trump has the added draw of Indiana golf-
er Fuzzy Zoeller as a partner.

Celebrating Don Knotts

Don Knotts' hometown, Morgantown,
W.Va, is planning several tributes to one of
its favorite sons, including a possible film
festival next year.

Knotts, who celebrated his 80th birthday
Wednesday, will be honored over the com-
ing year for his contributions to the film in-

dustry, Mayor Ron
‘ Justice said.

That includes a pos-
sible site where peo-
| ple could leam about
the comedic actor, his
films and his connec-

tion to Morgantown.

“He's always re-
membered his roots,”
Justice said. “He is
our favorite son.”

Knotts, who lives in
Beverly Hils, Calif,
is still mainly identified with the role that
won him five Emmys, that of bumbling Dep-
uty Barney Fife on the '60s family comedy
“The Andy Griffith Show.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Horoscope

The first weekend under the Leo
sun is bursting with excitement, new
plot twists and budding relationships.
The moon enters Scorpio in
the early evening, shroud-
ing the night in a fog of
sexual tension and sensual
awareness. If you've been
wondering what a loved one
is thinking, you'll now figure
it out without having to ask.

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY
(July 24). Paradoxically,
when you crack down on
your self-discipline, you
experience a new level of
freedom. A major personal
goal is reached in August.
Travel in September includes new
job opportunities. Big money in
October is from a lucky deal. You
could marry in November or March
of next year. Cancer and Aries are
sincere and exciting partners.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
New talents are featured. There’s
the tiniest inkling in the back of your
mind that says, “Maybe | could do
that,” but you have no evidence of
your actual aptitude. Use your Aries
bravery to jump in and risk being
rotten at first.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Security is the issue. Things that
made you feel safe before (job,
money, relationships) are fragile,
transitory states in life that can't be
counted fully. The real security is the
creative power of the universe that
holds the planets in orbit.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're developing excellent commu-
nication with your inner circle, which
makes your whole world roll smooth-
ly.

Part of the process is admitting
when you've been dishonest, even if
it was something small.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Consistent effort toward a goal is
more reliable than a whimsical wish.
Travel, even close by, is uplifting.

Don’t worry now about what you
can afford. When you return home,
you've got much more than what
you started with.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You've
heard of people sabotaging them-
selves, but you never thought you
were one of them. However, now

Joyce Jillson

you may feel like g from
the exact people you need to stay
connected with. Resist! Stay con-
nected.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Flow with the changes that are
coming at you from all sides. The
shift from old to new is
exciing and a bit stress-
ful, too. Reach out. Have
conversations with
friends. It helps to know
that others are going
through the same thing.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You make
sense of other people’s
ideas, fleshing out the
details and taking things
to a practical level. Spend
time with people who can
appreciate your brilliance. A loved
one soon retums 1o your arms
happier than ever.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Show-and-tell skills are required!
Sure, you're out in the real world,
purstiing grown-up causes, but
these grade-school talents are still
as valuable as they ever were in the
cause of winning friends and influ-
encing people.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). This wil be a lively day of

Calvin and Hobbes

YoU MISSED
T WEL,
TH DONE

WHAT DIDY AN OPPORTUNITY .
HE SEE? —

Jump Start

s pecfect
or swimming!

i 1 and You
ego is inflated by praise — it's lovely
to be recognized by people you
respect. You continue to grow closer
to what it is you meant to do in the
first place.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're feeling rather aggres-
sive, but it can be put to a very
positive end. Grab the homs of life
like you're not afraid of being hurt,
and you'll make the most of this
lucky day. Don't back off when you
manifest what you want.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You'll see profits from things begun
on your own and in secret. Let the
energy percolate inside you instead
of dissipating it by telling too many
people. An hour or two on your
project is enough to push it ahead
considerably.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Socially, you are quite in demand.
But spreading yourself too thin is a
danger. When your concentration is
too divided, you'll miss an opportuni-
1y to connect on any real level with
even one person.

Creators Syndicate
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Penny-pinching husband exhausting JUNMISLE

Dear Abby: My husband,
“Ollie,” and I are in our late 40s
and have been married 25 years.
The first five were rocky, but we
made it work — and then the
children came along.

Ollie has become so control-
ling I can hardly breathe.

T'work S5 hours a
week. My only extrava-
gance is buying coffee
and a snack and lunch at
work a couple of times a
week. Ollie demands to
know where every penny
goes and what I'm “wast-
ing” it on.

We are not destitute.
He has his own business.
1 am emotionally
drained. He refuses to go
to counseling.

‘The moment I get
home in the evening, he starts
berating me. He isn’t hitting me,
but I feel beaten emotionally.

Can verbal abusers become
physical abusers? Should I see a
lawyer? Without outside interven-
tion, how can we survive?

— Tired of the Battle in Michi-

Dear Abby

gan
Dear Tired: Yes, verbal abuse
can escalate to physical abuse.
The stress is taking its toll on
you. If it continues, Ollie will
survive, but you may not. You
feel “beaten” because, emotional-
ly, that’s what’s happening. The
only person who can
make it stop is you.
Your husband will not
be thrilled when you
finally stand up for
yourself, so be pre-
pared. Make a list of his
bank accounts, assets,
Social Security and
driver’s license num-
bers. Then consult an
attorney who specializ-
es in family law. Once
Ollie has been put on
notice that the marriage
is over if he isn’t willing to get
help for his problem, he may be
more receptive to counseling. And
at that point, you'll have to decide
whether you and the children are
better off with him or without him.

Dear Abby: 1 was recently
invited to a baby shower for an

acquaintance. As she opened her
gifts, a girlfriend sitting next to
her wrote down the name of the
gift-giver and the item on a sheet
of paper. At the same time, this
friend was also penning
thank-you notes to each giver! At
the end of the shower, the
mommy-to-be signed each note,
“Love, X’ ” — and handed them
to each giver.

How should a person react to
something like that? My first reac-
tion was that this woman should
receive no more of my time, since
my attendance and my gift were
not worth a personal thank-you
note and a 37-cent stamp.

— Confused in Troy, Mich.

Dear Confused: Could the
honoree be functionally illiter-
ate? If that's the case, you should
not have been offended. If she’s
not, however, it’s clear the
mommy-to-be is socially igno-
rant, and I'm sure you weren’t
the only guest who was offended.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
The 800/900 nos. hiave been DISCONTINUED.

Git along
!

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one leller to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

VORAF

#2004 Tibune Nedia Services, I,
I

I Rights Resarved

DUPON

NIRVEM

000

wawjumble.com

EDMERE

YV V¥ N
210000
DN AN AN A

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon

rv v vy Vv
00000
NN N AN A

(Answers Monday)

Universal Press Syndicate

Visiting the dying can give comfort

Dear Annie: Recent-
ly, the father of a good
friend of mine (I'll call
her “Natalie”) was diag-
nosed with terminal
cancer and sent home on
hospice care. A mutual
friend told me that doc-
tors don’t expect Na-
talie’s father to live more
than a month.

1 have been close to
Natalie’s family for such a
long time that I have
come to call her parents
“Mom and Dad.” I want to see
Natalie’s father, not necessarily to
say goodbye, but to talk to him
one more time. I am hesitant to
do so because I do not know if he
wants visitors, and I'm not sure
what I would say. What exactly
do you talk about with someone
who doesn’t have much longer to
live?

— Sorrowful in Pennsylvania

Dear Sorrowful: Call Natalie,
and ask if her father is up to
having you visit. If not, send a
“thinking of you” card, and con-
tinue to call regularly for up-
dates.

If Natalie encourages you to

Annie’s Mailbox

visit, you don’t have to
say much.

Your presence will
provide comfort, even if
you simply hold his
hand, rub his back or
feet, chat about wonder-
‘ful memories you share,
etc. It’s also good to tell
him how much you care
about him. If hé wants
to talk about his illness,
simply listen, but let
him be the one to bring
itup.

Dear Annie: My husband of
20 years had an affair with a
co-worker that lasted about a
year. In the midst of his affair,
his job relocated us to Chicago,
which obviously made his extra-
curricular activities more diffi-
cult. A few months after our
relocation, he finally confessed
what I had suspected for months.
We had marriage counseling,
and things seemed better, but T
was so hurt and insecure at the
time that I would have done
anything to save the marriage.
Three months ago, I met an
attractive man who is exciting,

but he’s very mysterious and
does not share a whole lot with
me. On the other hand, I have
shared my thoughts, hopes and
dreams with this man. We are not
having an affair, but I can’t stop
thinking about him. The idea of
sleeping with him thrills me. It's
wrong, I know, and it would be so
hypocritical of me to do it, but T
can’t get him out of my head.

How can I overcome these
feelings?

— Chicago

Dear Chicago: You have not
actually forgiven your husband for
his affair, nor have you gotten
past it. It is natural that you would
be attracted to someone who
epitomizes the romance-novel
notion of a good-looking, mysteri-
ous stranger.

You must decide if you want to
stay married or not. Go back to
your marriage counselor, alone if
necessary, and work it out.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your uestions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, /o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

reators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

Yesterday’ Jumbles: WEARY ~ PARTY BEAVER MALTED
Answer:  Why the seer visited the library — TO
“READ" BETTER

Family Circus

“The ranger said the river dug the
canyon, Mommy, and you said
God did it. Who's right?”

©Gary Larson
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Non Sequitur
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The Far Side

*Oh, for the love oi—thore goes Henry!

Rita,
you're closest to him—give that c-clamp
"bout a quarter turn. will va?”
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

«so it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS 1

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.
3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO) and phone number).

4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate

CONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
4 hour e-mail service (Phone Service 8:30 a.m.
B e o sertice ripes osd.mil
Fa)(~ Germw 06155-601-376
55-601—447/328/212 ol IlSN 369«8&47/8328/8212
o e Europe: 00-7802  Germany: 0800-1011-271
Netheronde: 08060223604 Ty 800780266, Sy 500958304
U 0300-0856828 -877-751-
Customer Service: 06155-601437 o DSN 349-8437
BUSINESS BATES OR ADVERTISING IN The s SERVICE DIRECTORY,

5:30 pm.)

it will begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holiday:
§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per lin.

MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CONTACT SEAN ADAMS
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CL A NG
WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PH WEDNESDAY 14 lines/4 days @ $20 (14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:
Your Name: P hone #:
PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES Addre:
1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). § Visa/MC # (circle one): Exp.Date:
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional tine). § Category #: Run Date(s):
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). § Ad:
1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to
property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates apply for
Jobs Offered and Job Fair. For Commercialor Employment Rate information contact Stars & Slnpes Classified.
Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: s»mt ‘Bayment tor
MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. I an ad is not received by the dsmguat&d deadline, Address Intemationgl Address

e S B G s European Stars &
Glassified Advertising Department  ATTN: Classified Advemsmg
Unit 29480, APO AE Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

TesaTe To PIRCE Cancel, o make avy ChanGe To o 20 TS Tour TURTress days por 1o Tt G0t o pUbTCaTon: TU5 T esporsioTiey o The Saveees To Comtact Furopean STars & SUTpes (TS om e Frst 0ot o pUBTCaTion T corect evror. 7 T 30 s 3 (ypoarapica erer, That G085 ot
affect the integral value of the ad, ie.c., misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case); CAPS, bold, taiczed incorectl: it ill be corrected, but o makegood wil be gven. Incorrect phone numbers, wrong price, wrong dates, make or model lsted incorrctly willrsult in a makegood for one
additional day. Stas & Stripes reserves the right to edit and return any and all ads considered inappropriate fo publishing. AL cassified advertisements are non-refundable.

Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale Buses/Vans/RVs 158
- German 142 GG HTop Cony Van 94, COD.

Save Time . Save Money « Meet New Friends R, ac, aulo, ps. pl, capt sis,

Vi
pons o Sales e Discounts MERGEDES OWNERS please | soiabed, 1105 In, 35505 obo
500+ Pre- s=mnen Merchants Shipping to APOIFPOs | | Give i away. Kiink. 065631564 | 2o0-2070 or 0631-3502780

'WWWwW.oconus.com wiw Kink-cars de Olds Sihoueta van, 00 V6,

pur
d i rear achi Ext winly. 57
Ford Escort ZX2 98" blk. 80K | mi, asking 13k 09641-689547

Local Reviews | Free Classified Ads | Overseas Inormation | | tes, s ps. very dependapie
B3 ko Pontac Transport Van ‘94, V6,
Merchant Rating System | Monthly Photo Contest Us spec, $ 3000 obo cal | Pontiac Tgfl’“d Van 3. ¥5
Member Forums | 1000+ Links | Zip Code Database Q7118622813 or 01756491008 | T8, Y% Bking ‘ssk obo, call
00, black, 66k | 08472.911751 of dsn 466.4470

VG, pur Sit, DU D1k O | e
Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale @%u&i"éw????seﬁgu?w Motorcycles 164
pr— )|} 142_ | Honda Accord Lx 197, US spec,

BUW K1200R 02 4900m US

4dr maroon, pw, pl, alam, 1
Aot T ausTTRO coupe | [ Tomered"eigin mods, s | spec, sivered wiass

e oo under wartanty. 85k mi, $11k, | M call
S0, T et 15 Ay, |calOtGOBISOS IO %
China Sepon 2000 . §500'ch | Merceds s00s{ spor 97 US | GSKII00RKI Hayabusa
\ ) b o5 58"\ sArping | 6k maroor/siver. .
Since the first time | saw | G 5 357 GBS Tl loadeg S 1SS | Soa e st oaTy0cs 08
you | knew you were the | —== | AMGwinie, | sadl eall | G550 Sale” shons
one for me. You have been | BMW 320i Coupe M3 look, 2 | 0966 01726159569 or 434-5584.

Computers 360 | Pets 820 | Homes/Apts House Unfurnished 878

Gateway Deskiop PC with Win- | Golden _Retriever, 6mo.

o i for" 3455 | mal: " gooa . ssoeur | Religious Activities 871
380, Necd

0 make

Phonie:0700.2832.2385 || broken, call 69682415034

for Rent - US 866

[Computers & Laptops| | 32Ul male AKC reg English Heideloerg huge free standing

o trnde and whie, Rlocaing to WAANG, WAAR, | houso, str, db gar. ok, g
NAWIC of USUKS? dbr  ba, | Yerd, very luxrals, freplace
% D, gormet kichan, | Swimming pool'pets welcome

Boxors, otwollrs, An sl o Yo on et 1.8000ur  +utl, Rl
e i h sk | RN Larnzamy 42065 | 071710137
T Dubples . eurdbo overlooking Rock Creek Park.

0
Glose access 10 495, avail Oci | House for rent noar Bensheim, a
FREE 2 spaded cats to.2 Loving | 5t” or - sooner, S2800/monin

shois curent Please ol | Divcingourapet Gyanon com | Faics. sacerart . pats. ok
Dleo-aa04458 §250eu por monin +uil call 07
sz

room for | access ncl.call 06145549584

0.
baby, call 016097744553 Chow Chow pups i . | FATHUNSTRES 0 Religious Activities 871

dobs Wanled 640 |y g | e -
p—— e D R
S S B TR i s

oy T |, et S cond. | MERCEDES C240 99, SPORT,

Sening Wiasbagen & Ahein
Apartment Unfurn 856 erving Weesbeiien & e JaumOLOm:

; 20", “perect’ shim cond, | MERG . SPORT. | onga Shadow ACE 02, 2
el et LS BRI R i e [T ot W 16154 el
S cabirrersotis | AT MG BT | s b - +_apariment, smay | — 220 Onocon
Aniversaryl Al my Love | suw 3500 2004, saK R | G haysay@yano bardhouse. Saf TV, oin AR We Invite Youo
“Chino e d U5, spec. Pramaciants 5500 Car SN 354 S0 Engiish antique fumiture, lawn | and ASTRA rec, big terrace, Visit the Bible hml 6 W%r‘\ﬂ
Chinot | LS, spes, PEmACINT | 04°0 05427 14, or| Kawasad 2, US. | mower, oadmi. woghis, must | 700sur sutl ol Shiid Bapis Church
D ooos o pope | 485057 1 Qo721 wideer B B A Pt e P inyour rea. We are od 1 SPANGDAHLEM
Shpng o AP0 e I g s | Sesooboil || Pl R Bfaeoutig
. onacom | MW 520199, euro spes, NAY, | Nissan Mira 01 80ps. goon ust seo large 2 br, bi poned, Fund
R 7 g Wi |30 a1 iy o Com Ford Gy v Vn 5, age vl "Sar ot AP | Aot
- Uy loaood, J55K k. o ab, | pec. US tegs, make serious ieh appances it i
Antigues 050 _ | St Gbo. e Ooa1-66611308 | fer. 06515688240 sulw o9, 03 e | Coder "B Tyl | Shl Gret- 15555 osb&Barzs
OPEL Kagott Gomvaranis 33, | H400TL 52 K60, I now. x| {7 0 551500 B g gosiescom

D R
i g g B, T | G
oure Degotiable, cal 0buca“0i60992032 L

§170-201576 o Goaor 33325 | Sport Uity

BMW 735i 91 auto, Hhrmlenon Porahcs 944 Turbo ‘06, Ger Sport Utlty Vehicle 172
" 2500 eu, BMW 3 Seri Be. | pec. blk, 270 hp, runs great,

Automotive 140|538y lazzaotiao | s v o, awo, e 7

Ver, airbag,
Used carsfrom 700 0 83008 | BMW 735 92, Blac. a6l Toyota RAVA,O" 4x8, gorman aad erket ey
pwr

5 sp, 120K km, ps, wnir tres | o7 01603974757
inci, $1500 obo. Please cal

Gasa) s $158 135

i, e i o

shge"r cowl, rort Yooour
Pets 820 |28 e Gl 06150.51753
0173.6720181 ord160-8400737 o Sllepeptt
1y 8 bl Great Dano, reg | o sparmert, 26r, 15 ba Warzbirg Kizingen umogchersr 9
wpapers " o wice blg Iing/dning . BIK, stor iy
ot o ino cal Tracy | age. s bacony.laoncy vomscamde RO )
O6151-5014465 sasement” oarking  space gt ww gemaige
20sqm, 08374-593d  of 0711.6950785 apbesy
LPuchase of isted pels s at 516 4Rsa7ab o 4633144 bapist sutgar com
" ecommendschaciin 10 KAISERSLAUTERN:

fore any purchase.

b rSERSLAUTE
wershi be- | Computers 360 eyt S 17

eRaci " Gharanes,  call ond! au, tew nap. | spacs, A, 65K k. abs. pover
0171-9506602 smonana caumsoe:&aosos windows, steering, _locking, | Jeep Grand Cherokee ‘01, 49k
o Mo 1200 oo | STAG00 0bo 0ESGE Ho086A |k .7 V6, ful oaded: it
) . Ger | 21000000 BEOOBR00M | (C0, L Yt Canadans
Autos for Sale spoc, 340 hp, 351, ox cond, | VOLVO XG9O 03, T6. aulo, | Spoc. $21K, 0171-6355677
G 14| S350 bo, Por mors "o an | so7.000, i ! NAY, St
ermany s see v bmumvogsiry, | rals, 513 Tak iid
Comiod oA 4iSE 8031438101, ol

60% off BMW 316 00, Orient | 0160-712317. ms7@mac.com
blug met, ull loaded, BMW alloy [ =~ —————rr
s

DS 0e BN et rcs, ‘83K | BMW X5 01 30 5 5pa s, | e
ko nomsmokar, $14530 s, | e WETET v o1 PG BusesVansiRVs 158

owh
Tero B

100%

Smeroon oo
BS00HighTech.com NO MONEY DOWN pf:f \) m;f‘:a"s%“"

ALL MILITARY APPROVE
Pentium 4 Laptops & Computers

By aren, " | e S e s 1)

e ————— | Ford Windstar 00, seats 7, 2nd | g c! 'CUSTOM COMPUTERS. Pries, 011 647436
Frer ey ST S S e SR Fina (e Int'l Toll Free 1-888-864-5504 || Gesiiiils
S160-065.2667 82-0317 o LDuts G955 185526 Instant Approval 8 wwrw.MilitaryZone.com

Military Car Sales
Eme
neinmilitaryt nli
(0931) 2008480
(0931) 2789682

arycarsales.org

$27,995 2004 B
e Sefariodt
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et : EI‘T)UCA'I"ION FbCUS o — 0

Houses for rent between Kiown
and Mannheim, no Rl fee, call
Dagmar 01756553838

Language Classes 912

Want to_leam Arabic? Native

*VACATION IN GARMISCH"
HotelForsthaus Cberay 3o
1 of Gamich Hot lblsauna
‘33aur PP, DBL o
ogs welcome. 08824-9120
W forsthaus-oberau.de

A monthly section on Distance Learning and other
educational opportunities targeting overseas military
and their families.

Arabic speaker is offering &

chance o ean Arbic bogimer | GARMISH! American owned va

dvanced, eall| caton spariment Sbr, 2o, by
d6ze1-o729007 foncas S 6o i . Ca
or protos 06375094710
Resume Service 928
RESUMES RESUMIX Video 1020

wwpolishedresumes.com
Tol: 09335-997643
350+ orginal US

Services Offered 952 | omaijambarsonanino do
Senvices DNered 02 | em o earsrir donss

Jobs Offered 630
Services Offered 952 | oo nf?ﬁreﬁng o s
o Son"Spuakar, Encih & G-

B ONILSATNET {Work] 06117055160, Provide

—Pentagon

S CHANNEL

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel ...

nformation, 2

Visit pentagonchannel.mil and find out ho

Jobs Offered 630

T

 Video & Computer Demonsrator

WSS is seeking in.sore sales demonsiraors for wegkends, some
Svanngs o e NAPESFar Zone o S, Spanaiaian:
and \fogaiwen: Srong communaton skls dnd go
Eompute: Kiowiedge & hepii US 1 cardotders prdlerred Gal
et !

Jobs Offered

|
TERRITORY MANAGER

Full Time Terrtory Manger needed to sell and service Miltary Retail
exchanges in the Kaiserslauter, Vogelweh, Ramstein area
Responsiviiies include writing orders driving sales, assist wistore
merchandising, & managing employees. Products include the
leading brands of prestige fragrances, consumer_electronics,
apparel & gitware. D card a plus. Starting @ 32K (Salary
negotiable) plus Car Alowance & Expenses. Send resume to:
hance 0 mssoocom o call 08134 26709

Jobs Offered

630

630
[
Panasonic Military Sales
for the account sales representative
position in the following AAFES stores: Wurzburg,
Suitgar, Biburg, and Spangdatiem stoos, Primaryjob
responsioly b seling Parasonio prodcts o AR
slomers. O the o training s provided, Applying
Indiai TS i iosoean o L vard il I car
of some type. I inierestad, call (09843) 95636, 06843)
95639 or email depanasonicmil@aol.com. Please state
 location where you are inerestet

Jobs Offered 630
I
Project Coordinator
Butervatioual Coutracting Birm accks preject

emaradisater for bncal affics in Olinsws. Candidutes

vt Rt b liws egres with @ baekground in

bl liealth, teching, o reluted Run

Rt Muunt b infeencdent and detailed oriented.
mpanese spewking o pius

Plessn forward resumes i Rackel Jomes at
rjanus@ sterlingmedcorp.com
o vi fax (315 9344309,

RLING MEDICAL

st

This section showcases some of the finest colleges and
universifies who provide o variety of confinuing educafion
online courses ovailable 1o you

There are stories available that discuss continuing education, offordable undergrod and
graduate degrees, troops to teachers progams, how continuing your education online
bbenefits you and other valuable information.

If you're interested in continuing your education while you
serve your couniry refer o this monthly. section becouse
Educaion is our Focus. Publishes the kst Sunday of each month. Yeur Hometawn Mawspaper

STARSE,#STRIPES.

Jobs Offered 630

WISAG

WISAG Sicherh

. Militiirische Ei
We are currently accepting applications from qualified security
pr it for our U.S. it concerns in the Frankfurt/ Rhein
Main area.

Necessary qualifications should include the following:-

agraph 34A (THK

.
)

. German (_in spoken and written form)
. evant Expe; he Sei

Interested parties should apply in writing, (including Resume/
qualifications ), to:

Wisag Sicherheitsdienste ( Militirische Einrichtung)
F.A.O Mr Charles Miller

Rebstiscker StraBe 33 D-60326 Frankfurt am Ma

Tel: 069-68097643 Fax: 069-68097644

mployment Oppor
JOINTHE
STARSHSTRIPES
TEAM ToDAY!

EL R()Ph B{ RE U CHIEF

v T 1
ot e

Fumy
Flaghaseune

In Persm

STARAND STRIPES I AV EQUAL OFFORTLITY EMPLOVER
SONABLE 4 DATHINS ARE FRC
AP AT TH BSAL

o U 448 IV
BN ST

Make Stripes Your Home Page.

www.stripes.com

STRIPES.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN schedule

(il times _Central European

ARN-Atantic; PAC; AP pacmukorem 5
am a aye wo-hour or

90-minute cut-d e latest avail-

2ble from AFRTS and: Sabjecs o hge win-
out n

Telewslnn
Y. Yankees at Boston, 9 am

a

B (mdy SPT: Atlanta at N.Y. Mets, 1

m. Saturday’ (dldf, SPT: Y. Yarkees ‘at
n, 9 p.

SPT; Texas a
AFN ANY; Vankees at Boston, 3 am.
| of Fame Induction Ceremo-

Id),

o 7Fnda ioheF hts‘Dawd Defiga-
bon (210, 12 KG3) v Oled Nidskev (265, 73
R e eoiohts T o Satoriny (I,

AR -A; HBO World Championship Boxing, Ar-
0 Gatti (37-6, 28 KOS) vs. Leonard Dorin

87\ 0, 8 K03), mr WoC_super lghtweight

itle,

R e Francs
ey ShTFinal Stage S g
(Iw'e) iy o Monday G, Both

Got — senjor Briish Open: 3rd round,

noon Sunday (),

orse racing — zmme Read Handicap, 11
naay

motogross, 6 pim
Busch Sones Now Enoland
o et Saturgey. SET. Nextal cup
New England 300,130 p., . Sunday, PAC.
~ESPNGreat Ouldoor Games V:
7 2. sammay (did), S . sur
(did), SP
Tenmia, - RCA Championships, o arm. S
day and9 a.m, Monday (both did. ot ST
"~ 2004 X Games X Preview Show,
8 pm. Saturday (G, SPT.

Radio

(Listings are feeds from AFN in California.
Some might not air n allareas)

nsel:all = y at Cleveland, 7

oriay: Toxas at OSKIand. 10 p sat-

um%y Betrol af Ghicags Whike Sk Tam.

Europe can be reached at DSN
320 444 . Qermman cv 065 156-86-444, Comn:
mercial callers from outside Germany must
drop the Iniial zero atter dialing country
-Atlanti ite i
Yo afneuropemet. Ik on sielevision or
“radio” for latest schedules. AF
qanization, AFRTS. i March Res
b Feached at BEN (1) 41315
or commercial (609) 413-2319. Its Web site s
.myaf

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer

L TPts GF GA
Metrostars 6652 29 3
D.C. United 5662 23 23
Columbus 555216 17
icago 4671918 20
New England 48517 20 2
Conference
Los Angeles 9553233 2%
Kansas City 9443125 14
Colorado 557218 17
565217 2
5 20 2

565202 2
hree points for victory, one point

saturday's games
Columbus at Colorado
Chicago at MetroStars.
at Dallas
L0s Angeles at Kansas City
New England at San Jose
Wednesday, July 28
Dallas at Columbus
Metrostars at kansas City
Chicago at Colorado

irday, July 31
Allstar Game at Washington

Tour de France

3 Dy Folonov: Kamakhstan,
credit par Telephone, 11 seconds behi
Sebastien Joly, France, Credit Agricole,
sameiime.
5. Marc Lotz, Rabobank,
same tim
6. Juan Antomo Flecha, Spain, Fassa Borto-
o, same
*Thor Hushovd, Norway, Crecit Agricole,
1 mmmcs, 29 seconds behin
STRabIR McEwon, Rustrane

Netherlands,

ia, Lotto-Domo,
same

5" Danilo Hondo, Germany, Gerolsteiner,
same time.

10. Stuart 0'Grady, Australia, Cofidis Cred-
it Par Telephone, same time.

11 Carlos Da Cruz, France, fdjeux.com,

e ti

12. Erik Zabel, Germany, T-Mobile Team,
same time.

13, sergue [vanov,Russia, T-Mobile Team,
sa

Karsten_Kroon,  Netherlands, Ra-
bolank Sama

15 Laurent Emchard France, AG2R Prevoy-
ance, same

16 Carlos Sastre, Spain, Team CSC, same

“Franck Renier France, Brioches La Bou-
Iangere same time.
car Pereiro Sio, Spain, Phonak Hear-

ing Systens, same e
13 Sandy Casar, France, fdjeux.com, same
i

20, Matteo Tosatto, Italy, Fassa Bortolo,
same tim

430, Jan uirich, Germmany, TMable Team,

fiberto simoni, Italy, Saeco, same

I* Floyd Landis, Urited States, Us Post-
al- Eerry ﬂam same time.
Leipheimer, United States, Ra-
hnbank Same time.
Ivan Basso, Italy, Team CSC, same

me
ose Luis Rublera, Spain, US Post:
arserty Floor, same
e Georoe. pincapi, United States, US
Postal-Berry Floor, same time.
Armsirong, United States, US
Postal-Benry Floor 5I;|| ':

nos
( Stages)

Lance ArmSiron umled Sates,Us Post-

a Eerry Floor, 78 hours,

O an Basso, faly, Team 56, 4 minutes,

seconds behind,

3. Andreas Kioden, Germany, T-Mobile
‘Team, 5:11 bel

- Jan Ulrich, Germany, T-Mobile Team,

5 1ose Azevedo, Portugal, US Postal-Berry
Floor, 10:41.

Pro basketball

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
W oL Pt

@B
i 0 52 -
Connecticut R
New York 50 %
Charlotte 50 %
Detroit m 12 g
Washington a9 2
WESTERN conrzmn:z
Los Angeles 696 —
Seattle A
Minnesota 3 %
Houston 51
Phoenix m o
Sacramento St
San Antonio 9%

16
Thursday's games

Seattle 59, Indiana 54
Minnesota 68, Connecticut 52
Phoenix 71, Sacramento 65

s games
Minnesota at Washington
Charlotte at Detroit

n at Los Angeles

Indiana at Phoenix
unday's games
Indiana at sacramento

ennis

RCA Championships

AtThe lndlanapnlls Tennis center

janap
,000 (Intl, Series)
Surtace; Hard-Ouidoor

andy Roddick 1y umted States e
el Kratochvil Swizerland, 63

f. Mich-

Nicolas Kiefer (12, Germar\y. def. Rik de
Voest, South Africa,
van _Ljubicic (10), def.
Hernyeh, Cacch Republc -
Carraz, Hance, del. Todd Reid,
AStTaa 7563,
Paradorn Srichaphan (4), Thailand, def.
Alex Bogomolov, Jr., United States, 6-3, 6-0.
Noam Okun Sral, cef. Karol Beck, Siova-
kia, 76 (2),6-
Lebastion crosiean ), France, def. Xavier
Malisse (1), elgium, 76 (@),6
Sominik Hrbaty (8 Siovaia def. Joachim
Johansson (11, Sweden, 7-6 B, 46, 76 (1,
Andy Roddick (1), United States,  def.
Robby Ginepri (15), United States, 76 (5),

Croatia, Jan

JP Morgan Chase Open
Thursday
At The Home Depot Center
Carson, Calif

Purse: $585,000 (Tier Il)
Surface; Hard-Outdoor
s

‘Third Round
Svetlana Kuznetsova (5), Russia, def. Anna
smashnova-Pistolesi (10), srael, 6-3, 6
Elena Dementieva (4), Russia, def. Chanda
Rubin (14), United States, 7-5, 7°6 (8).
Serena Willlams (1), United States, def.
Arantca para Santon/a, Spain 6., 63
indsay Davenport (3). s, def.
Amy Frazier (15), Unlted Slates X
ancesca Schiavone (11l e o, A Sug-
e 6 apan e 0.0
Nadia Potrova (7). Russia. def. Jelena Kos-
tanic, Croatia, 6
Vera Zvonareva AE) Russia, def. Marion
Bartoli, France, 6-2,
s Wilama: Gy, United States, def.
Elena Likhovtseva, Russia,

Palermo Open

e ST10.000 (Tler »
surface ClaL -Outdoor

d

ia-Lena Groenefeld, Germany,
manueie Gagtiardh Switzeriand,

Flavia Pennetta (), Italy, “def. Yuliana

def.

def. Em-

Slovakia,

Kiara Koukalova (1), Czech Repuhnc def.
Henrieta Nagyova, Slovakia, 6-3, 6-0.

Croatia Open

Thurse
AtThe Inlemallonal nnms Center

ries)

purse: 545
nﬁimaa Gutdoor

ond Round
Alberto Martin (5), Spai, def. Nicolas Al
magro, Spain,
ox' Calatrava, SDam def. Tomas Zib,
Czech Republic, 7°5, 6-3.
Guillermo _ Canas * (), prgentina,  def.
Fernando Vicente Spain. 62,6:1
Catlos Moya (1, Spain, def. Zeijko Krajan,
Croatia, 3-3, retiret

Generali Open

Gntl. Gold)
oriace, 6?:9 ~Outdl

Third Round
Luis Horna (7), Spain, def. Albert Costa
(11), Spain, 4-6, 76
Florian Mayer(s) eermany, def. Juan Mo-

naco, Argen
5, Argenting, def. Nikolay
Davydenko (14), Russia, -3 . 63,
ernando 0 (8), Spain, def. Martin
Vassalto Arguali. a1 e
Rainer Schuettlér (1) Germaiy, def. David
sanchez (13), §

u
dych (15), Czech Rep:
rehmano Lopez (4), i,
fentura, Spain, 6-
irane Sabelidts ), Argen
Radek Stepanek, Czech Repubic, 6

Senior Brihsh Open

def. Santiago
def.
5.

AtRoyal Ponmsh ik, Dunluce Course
rush, Northern retan

vard s}zf%".f"“u

lage: 6,822; Par:

Fhrst Round

Eduardo Romero, Argentina 34-35-69 -3

John Chillas, Scotland 363369 3
Don pooley United States  36-33-69 -3
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Maddux makes quick work of Reds

Cubs ace gets No. 298
with brisk four-hitter;
S.F.’s Schmidt falters

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Greg Maddux seemed as if he

was in a hurry to get his 298th career victory.

Maddux needed just 92 pitches over a crisp

2 hours, 15 minutes for his second straight
complete game, limiting the Cincinnati Reds
to four hits in the Chicago Cubs’ 13-2 victory
on Thursday.

“Runs, man. Runs are a beautiful thing,”
Maddux said. “When you
get a lead like that, it chan

N I- e? the way the game is

ayed.
Roundup

Maddux (9-7) has pitched
consecutive complete
games for the first time
since September 2000 and
has 105 in his career.

Moises Alou homered twice and Mark
Grudzielanek had a three-run shot off Cory
Lidle (6-8). Aramis Ramierz added a grand
slam off Ryan Wagner to back Maddux, who
walked none and struck out six.

The only hitter to give Maddux trouble was
Reds catcher Javier Valentin, who hit solo
homers in the third and fifth innings.

dux, who shut out the Brewers in his
previous start, will get a chance for No. 299
next week at Milwaukee.

eally, it's not about me,” Maddux said of
300. “It s about trying to get to the postseason
and having another shot at getting a ring.”

Padres 9, Giants 4: Jason Schmidt couldn’t
figure out umpire Matt Hollowell’s strike zone
and failed to get out of the sixth inning in his
worst outing of the season. Instead of a 13th
straight win, he took his first loss in 17 starts.

“There was a lot of funny stuff going on,”

Ortiz, Cubs
pair handed
suspensions
by baseball

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Boston slugger
David Ortiz and Chicago Cubs
pitcher Carlos Zambrano were
suspended for five games each
Thursday for their recent actions
during games.

Cubs pitcher LaTroy Hawkins
got a three-game suspension
from another incident.

The three players plan to ap-
peal the penalties, which were set
to start Friday. They will be able
to play until hearings are held.

Ortiz, Zambrano and Hawkins
also were fined undisclosed
amounts by Bob Watson, vice
president of on-field operations
for Major League Baseball.

“I know the suspension was
going to come, but I wasn’t expect-
ing that many games,” Ortiz said
after the opener of a day-night
doubleheader against Baltimore.

Ortiz became upset after being
called out on strikes by umpire
Matt Hollowell last Friday night
at Anaheim. The Red Sox star
had to be restrained by manager
Terry Francona and coach Brad
Mills. Ortiz then threw a couple
of bats onto the field that came
close to hitting umpires Bill Hohn
and Mark Carlson.

Cubs General Manager Jim
Hendry said the suspensions of
Zambrano and Hawkins were
more than he expected.

Schmidt said. “It was a g after-
noon. Every umpire has got his own zone, and
you've got to adjust to it.”

Schmidt (12-3) struggled from the start, al-
lowing two singles to open the game before
striking out the side. He started the third by
walking Padres starter David Wells and
couldn’t get back on track. He gave up a
two-run single to former teammate Rich Auril-
ia and a three-run homer to Jay Payton in a
six-run third, and left after giving up a sacri-
fice fly in the sixth.

Wells (6-5) allowed four runs, 10 hits and
two walks in 5%/3 innings.

Marlins 10, Phillies 8: Alex Gonzalez and
Jeff Conine hit three-run homers and Mike
Redmond had a solo shot for visiting Florida.

Armando Benitez bailed the Marlins out of
a one-out, bases-loaded jam in the eighth in-
ning, coming in to face Jason Michaels with a
3-1 count. After striking out Michaels, he got
Mike Lieberthal to fly out. Benitez then
pitched the ninth for his 33rd save.

Braves 2, Pirates 1 (10): Johnny Estrada

Arizona outfielder Danny Bautista takes a hit away from the Houston Astros’ Craig Biggio during
the first inning of Thursday night’s game in Phoenix. Houston beat the Diamondbacks 10-3.

drove in the winning run with a bases-loaded
sacrifice fly in the bottom of the 10th against
Salomon Torres (6-4), who was pitching for
the first time since serving a three-game sus-
pension for throwing twice at Oakland’s Dami-
an Miller last month.

Expos 4, Mets 1: Tony Batista hit a tie-
breakmg two-run homer off Julio Franco
(2-7) in the eighth inning, leading visiting
Montreal over the Mets. Brad Wilkerson also
homered for the Expos.

Luis Ayala (2-6) pitched a perfect seventh
to win it in relief of starter Zach

Dodgers 4, Rockies 2: Milton Bradley hit
a go-ahead homer in the eighth as the host
Dodgers pulled off another comeback, beat-
ing Colorado for their 15th win in 17 games.

‘Aaron Cook pitched seven innings for the

Rockies in a spirited duel with Odalis Perez
and handed a 2-1 lead to Tim Harikkala (4-2).

Eric Gagne struck out the side in the ninth
for his 28th save. Guillermo Mota (8-3) won it.

Astros 10, Diamondbacks 3: Carlos Belt-
ran drove in three runs with two homers and
Adam Everett had a homer and four RBIs for
visiting Houston. Arizona has its second
11-game losing streak this season.

Roy Oswalt (9-8) picked up his fifth victory
in seven starts.

Cardinals 4, Brewers 0: Jason Marquis
(10-4) threw eight innings, Jim Edmonds hom-
ered off Ben Sheets (9-7) and the Cardinals
shut out visiting Milwaukee for the second
consecutive game.

Edgar Renteria, Albert Pujols and John
Mabry drove in runs for St. Louis.

“We some_action.
We were hoping it would be a lit-
tle more lenient,” Hendry said.

Zambrano was penalized for in-
tentionally hitting St. Louis’ Jim
Edmonds with a pitch Monday
night at Wrigley Field. Zambrano
was ejected. Zambrano’s previ-
ous pitch had been hit by Scott
Rolen for a go-ahead home run in
the ninth inning.

Earlier in the game, Edmonds
homered, struck out and was hit
by a pitch from Zambrano, and
the two exchanged words.

On Tuesday, Hawkins gave up
a tiebreaking homer in the ninth
to the Cardinals’ Albert Pujols.
Hawkins was ejected after he
started yelling at home plate um-
pire Tim Tschida, and the reliev-
er had to be restrained by manag-
er Dusty Baker and several Cubs
coaches from going at Tschida.

Piece of concrete falls from Wrigley’s upper deck

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — A third piece of
concrete was found that apparent-
ly fell from the upper deck of
90-year-old Wrigley Field.

After concrete chunks fell at dif-
ferent spots on June 9 and July
16, a team employee found a frag-
ment Wednesday that was “rela-
tively small, palm-of-your-hand”
sized, Mike Lufrano, the Cubs’
vice president for community af-
fairs, said.

“Repairs were made and city of-
ficials notified,” he said.

The city buildings department
has asked for an inspection, and
team management said it will
share the results.

Mayor Richard Daley said
Wednesday he wouldn't hesitate
to close some or all of the stadium
to protect fans.

Ruth bat in Cleveland
CLEVELAND — The bat Babe

Ruth used to hit the first home
run in Yankee Stadium more than
80 years ago is on display at a
sports show and could be sold for
more than $1 million this year.

The bat is among the memora-
bilia displayed during The Nation-
al Sports Collectors Convention,
which runs through Sunday.

The owner of the bat, Sports-
Cards Plus, said in June that it
planned to auction the bat. On
Thursday, Sotheby’s said it would
handle the auction Dec. 2 in New
York.

Ordonez knee to be checked

CLEVELAND — Right fielder
Magglio Ordonez was sent back
to Chicago for tests on his left
knee, still sore nearly two months
after the White Sox star had sur-

gery.

Ordonez told manager Ozzie
Guillen his knee was hurting and
he was removed from the starting
lineup before Thursday night’s
game against the Cleveland Indi-
ans.

Ordonez was to be examined
by team physician Dr. Charles
Bush-Joseph.

“T hope it’s nothing real bad,
but we have to be prepared for
the worst,” Guillen said.

Ordonez, a four-time All-Star,
had surgery to repair torn carti-
lage in his left knee June 5. He
missed 36 games before return-
ing on July 8.

Team trainer Herm Schneider
said he couldn’t pinpoint what
was causing the soreness in Or-
donez’s knee.

“I’s not real alarming to me —
right now,” Schneider said. “He
just has this discomfort and we
don’t know what it is.”
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Sox keep pace with Twins

The Associated Press

The Chicago White Sox came into Cleveland and si-
lenced the Indians.

The Indians were poised to make a run entering the
two-game series with the Sox, having hit 21 homers and
scored 52 runs in the previous six games.

Now, that’s 52 runs in eight games after Chicago shut
out the Indians on Thursday for the second night in a row.
Freddy Garcia threw seven innings in Chicago’s 3-0 victo-
ry. A night earlier, Mark Buehrle faced the minimum 27
batters in a two-hitter.

Garcia, acquired by the White Sox
from Seattle for a playoff push, out-
Al_ pitched Indians ace C.C. Sabathia, who
gave up seven hits in seven innings.
|{GTTT G  Carl Everett had two RBI singles.
“My team needed me to go out and
throw a shutout,” Sabathia said. “I feel
like I didn’t do a good enough job against
Freddy. He was dealing. Everybody knew how important
these games were and we probably pressed a little. But we
faced two great pitchers, too.”

Cleveland was shut out in consecutive games for the
first time since April 1993, at Seattle. The Indians had not
been shut out at home in two straight games since 1991.

Chicago manager Ozzie Guillen signaled for the wrong
reliever in the eighth. He wanted left-hander Damaso
Marte to face Travis Hafner, but first base umpire Joe
West thought Guillen signaled with his right hand, and
walked to the bullpen to escort right-hander Cliff Politte to
the mound instead.

After Guillen argued briefly with West, Politte got
Hafner to pop up and, after Victor Martinez singled, got
Casey Blake to hit into a double play. Shingo Takatsu
‘worked the ninth for his seventh save in seven attempts.

The sweep helped the White Sox keep pace with
first-place Minnesota. The Twins are a half-game up on
Chicago and six on Cleveland. The Sox return home for a
weekend series against Detroit before three games
against the Twins starting Monday.

“We came in here and did what we’re supposed to do,”
Everett said. “If that made a statement — fine.”

Yankees 1, Blue Jays 0: Ruben Sierra homered with
two outs in the ninth, only the second time the Yankees
won 1-0 with a game-ending homer.

Orlando Hernandez shut down Toronto for seven in-
nings before Sierra’s first game-winning homer since
April 1989 — a blast over the center-field fence at Yankee
Stadium.

Orioles 8-0, Red Sox 3-4: Tim Wakefield pitched
seven shutout innings five days after a line drive hit his
pitching shoulder and Boston beat Baltimore for a split in
a day-night doubleheader at Fenway Park.

The Orioles won the opener behind Melvin Mora’s two
homers and four RBISs and the pitching of Rodrigo Lopez.

Mariners 4, Athletics 2: Bret Boone homered for the
second night in a row, a tiebreaking, two-run homer in the
eighth inning. Host Seattle has won four of five.

Boone’s shot off Mark Redman gave the left-hander his
second complete-game loss of the season. Redman (6-8) al-
lowed three earned runs on seven hits and three walks.

Eddie Guardado pitched the ninth for his 18th save in 23
opportunities.

Royals 13, Tigers 7: Mike Sweeney hit a grand slam
and a three-run homer. Ken Harvey also connected for the
Royals, who snapped a three-game losing streak and won
for just the 13th time in 44 road games this season.
Sweeney matched a club record with seven RBIs.

Detroit’s All-Star shortstop, Carlos Guillen, left the
game after the fourth inning due to stiffness in his back.
He is listed as day to day.

Twins 7, Devil Rays 5: Michael Cuddyer hit a tiebreak-
ing homer in the eighth inning and Nick Punto had a grand
slam at the Metrodome.

Rocco Baldelli tied it 5-5 with his first career grand
slam for the Devil Rays, who have lost 12 of 17 since mov-
ing a season-high two games over .500 on July 3.

Joe Nathan pitched the ninth for his 27th save.

Angels 11, Rangers 1: Bartolo Colon (8-8) allowed just

AP

Boston's David McCarty upends Baltimore second base-
man Brian Roberts too late to prevent a double play in the
fourth inning of Thursday night's game at Fenway Park.

three singles in seven innings against host Texas’ power-
ful lineup.

Rangers starter Ricardo Rodriguez (3-1), who entered
the game with a string of 15'/s consecutive scoreless in-
nings, had his right elbow broken when he was struck by
Quinlan’s liner in the fourth.
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Ramstein team falls short in championship game
Netherlands headed to Big League World Series

BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — Frank Van Heijst al-
lowed just four hits over five in-
nings Friday as the Netherlands
defeated the Ramstein Ameri-
cans 83 in the championship
game of Little League Baseball’s
European, Middle East and Afri-
can Regional tournament.

The victory sends the Dutch
team of 16- to 19-year-olds to the
Big League World Series in Eas-
ley, S.C., which runs from July 30
to Aug. 7.

Ramstein’s only loss of the tour-

nament left coach Ken Linger
pondering what might have been.

“We picked a bad day to have a
bad game,” said Linger, whose
team defeated the Netherlands
8-2 earlier in the tournament.
“They played loose and we
played tight.”

The Dutch team set the tone in
the first inning.

Van Heijst needed only five
pitches in the top of the first to re-
tire the side. The key, according
to catcher Aivaro Maduro, was
Van Heijst’s split-finger fastball.

“He shows the batter the
split-finger grip outside his glove
before every pitch,” Maduro said,
“then he changes the grip in his
glove or keeps it during the wind-

up.”

Maduro and shortstop Thijs
Brand gave Van Heijst early run
support, hitting first-inning home
runs to give the Netherlands a 3-0
lead.

Despite the rocky start, Linger
wasn’t concerned.

“Early runs don’t usually mat-
ter in these games,” he said.

“We've come back all year.
Today, we just couldn't score.
We’d load the bases and not score
any runs.”

The Americans left two run-
ners stranded in the fourth and
fifth innings and ended the game
with the bases loaded in the sev-
enth.

Daan de Jong, who relieved
Van Heijst in the sixth, got out of
the late-inning jam by coaxing a
pop-up out of Ramstein cleanup
hitter Dustin Linger with one out.

“There was a lot of pressure fac-

ing Linger,” de Jong said. Dustin
Linger had homered four times in
Ramstein’s four previous games
this week.

“I threw him a slider outside,”
de Jong said. “I wanted to make
sure he couldn’t hit it out of the
field. I kept it outside so he’d ei-
ther pop it up or hit a ground ball.
It was really exciting.”

De Jong struck out catcher
Logan Begeman to end the game.

Dustin Linger, who was 2-for-3
at the plate, allowed eight hits
and struck out eight in six innings
of work.

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Report: Jones accused
of using steroids in 00

The Associated Press

The ex-husband of three-time
Olympic champion Marion Jones
told federal investigators that she
used several banned perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs during
the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, two
newspapers reported.

Jones won an unprecedenled
five track medals during thos
Games, three of them gold.

Her lawyer, Joseph Burton, ac-
cused C.J. Hunter of lying out of
bitterness over the breakup of the
couple’s marriage.

Hunter told Internal Revenue
Service investigators that he in-
jected his then-wife with banned
substances and saw Jones inject
herself with the drugs at their
home in Australia, the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle said.

The San Jose Mercury News
also reported Hunter’s com-
ments, citing anonymous sources.

uman growth hormone, the
steroid THG, insulin and the en-
durance-boosting drug EPO were
among the substances Hunter al-
leged Jones used.

‘Angela DeMent, Hunter’s lead
lawyer, told the Mercury News,
“It is totally inappropriate for me
or any attorney to publicly com-
ment about the facts of a pending
case or pending investigation.
That being said, perjury is a seri-
ous crime and those who commit
that crime should be punished ac-
cordingly.”

Hunter, the 1999 world shot put
champion, tested positive for ste-

Sports briefs

roids four times in 2000 — when
he was married to Jones.

During a packed news confer-
ence in Sydney in which Hunter
broke down in tears and tried to
explain away his positive tests,
Victor Conte sat by his side and
commented as his “nutritionist.”

Conte founded the Bay Area
Laboratory Co-Operative and is
one of four people charged with
distributing steroids through the
laboratory. Jones and boyfriend
Tim Montgomery — world record
holder at 100 meters — were
among those who testified before
the grand jury that indicted the
four.

Jones has asked that her grand
jury testimony be made public,
and has provided a lie detector
test result as evidence she told
the truth when she adamantly de-
nied using banned substances.

Montgomery, however, is
among four track athletes ac-
cused by the U.S. Anti-Doping
Agency of drug violations, even
though they have not tested posi-
tive. The accusations are based
on evidence gathered by the
USADA as a result of the BALCO
probe. USADA is seeking to ban
all four from the sport for life.

Last month, the Chronicle pub-
lished what it said was Montgom-
ery’s grand jury testimony in
which he admitted using steroids.

Jones remains under investiga-

C.J. Hunter, right, tested positive
for steroids in 2000 while he was
married Marion Jones, left.

tion by BALCO, although she has
not been formally accused of any
offense.

Travis Tygart, director of legal
affairs for the U.S. Anti-Doping
Agency, would not comment spe-
cifically on Jones’ case.

Cycling union adopts
new anti-doping rules

AIGLE, Switzerland — The In-
ternational Cycling Union has
adopted its new anti-doping rules,
but has yet to sign the World
Anti-Doping Code that is manda-
tory for inclusion in the Athens
Olympics.

UCI President Hein Ver-
bruggen opposes some of the
code, but had said his federation
will sign before the Summer
Games.

A statement from the UCI on
Friday said the body took into ac-
count the code. UCI’s manage-
ment committee adopted its new
code following two days of meet-
ings in Salzburg, Austria.

The new anti-doping rules will
come into force Aug. 13, the day
the Olympics start.

ROCKY, FROM BACK PAGE

Darren Holmes was the first
to get the task in 1993, when the
Rockies still played at Mile
High Stadium. He had a respect-
able 25 saves in Colorado’s inau-
gural season, but his ERA rose
10 6.35 the next year and he was
replaced by Bruce Ruffin be-
fore the season was over.

Ruffin closed the season with
16 saves, then shared duties in
Colorado’s first season at Coors
Field 1995. That turned out to be
Colorado’s best year, with three
players saving at least 10 games
in the Rockies’ only playoff ap-
pearance.

Ruffin had 24 saves the follow-
ing season, but that proved to be
the end of his run. He was 0-2
with a 5.32 ERA in 1997 and was
replaced by Jerry Dipoto.

Dipoto had 19 saves in 1998,
then was replaced by Dave
Veres the next season after his
ERA rose to 4.26. Veres set a
team record with 31 saves in
1999, but struggled late and was
traded away at the end of the
year.

Jose Jimenez had the longest
run of success in the Mile High
City, but the Coors curse finally
caught up to him, too.

A year after pitching a no-hit-
ter in his rookie season with St.
Louis, Jimenez had 24 saves in
2000, 17 in 2001 and set a team
record with 41 in

Jimene started off well last
season before control problems
took away his confidence and
led the Rockies to replace him

midway through. Jimenez was
released before the season.

Rocky: Chacon only the latest
to struggle in Mile High City

And now Chacon is strug-

gling.

“You come in with a one-run
lead, make a good pitch and a
guy can muscle it out of the ball-
park,” Herges said. “I guess you
kind of have do like they do in
an arbitration case: ‘He had
these numbers, but they were in
Coors Field and ‘were the equiva-
lent to this.” ”

For Chacon, it has been all or
nothing.

When he’s hitting his spots
with his fastball, Chacon is as
good as they come, with the kind
of stuff Herges calls “absolutely
electric.” Chacon proved that
when he ended the first half
with nine straight saves, finish-
ing with 20 by the All-Star
break.

Problem is, Chacon’s lack of
command of his fastball
kept him from staying consis-
tent.

Chacon is blessed with a fast-
ball that has a lot of natural
movement, but at times tails
away more than he expects. As
a starter, Chacon would have
and inning or two to figure out
where the ball was going and
make adjustments. He doesn’t
have that luxury with the game
on the line and it's led to plenty
of anguish for Chacon, the Rock-
ies and their fans.

“I've hit rock bottom this sea-
son,” Chacon said. “The thing
now is bouncing back. It took
me a while to figure out how to
bounce back and what I need to
do. Any time you go out and
blow some saves, it makes you
tougher mentally. That’s the life
of a closer.”

Earnhardt Jr. will use Truex Jr. as relief driver in Siemens 300

The Associated Press

LOUDON, N.H. — Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. chose to sit out Friday at
New Hampshire International
Speedway, taking another day to
allow burns on his legs and face
to heal while allowing rookie Mar-
tin Truex Jr. to qualify his car.

Earnhardt plans to get into his
Chevrolet for practice on Satur-
day and will start Sunday’s Sie-
mens 300 to earn the NASCAR
Nextel Cup driver standings
points before giving up the driv-
er’s seat to Truex.

“We  just
have to wait
and see how
this plays it-
self out,” said
Earnhardt,
who looked uncomfortable with a
gauze bandage wrapped tightly
around his neck during a news
conference Friday.

“Unfortunately, after the wreck
last weekend, I won't be able to
run the entire race,” he said. “I'm
really disappointed. I've never
been in this situation before. But
I'm glad that Martin’s going to be

Racing

briefs

able to do it. He’s a good driver
and a good friend.”

Truex, who leads the Busch Se-
ries driver standings in a car
co-owned by Earnhardt and his
stepmother, Teresa Earnhardt,
will be racing in his first Cup
event when he relieves his boss
on Sunday.

Earnhardt received second-de-
gree burns on the inside of his
legs and on his neck and chin
when he crashed last Sunday dur-
ing a warmup for an American Le
Mans Series sports car race in
Sonoma, Calif.

The son of the late Dale Earn-
hardt was suddenly surrounded
by a ball of flame but managed to
unhook his belts and scramble
from the car before safety work-
ers arrived.

Craven will leave
team at end of season
LOUDON, N.H. — Ricky Cra-
ven will leave PPI Motorsports at
the end of the Nextel Cup season.
Craven and team owner Cal
Wells issued a joint statement Fri-
day, saying the split was in “their

mutual best interest.”

“Both Cal and Ricky want to
see the best for each other and re-
main focused on the second half
of this season,” the statement
said.

Craven, in his fourth season
with Wells’ team, is 31st in the
driver standings. In the first 18
races this season, Craven has not
started a race higher than 17th
and hasn’t finished better than
16th.

Both of Craven’s NASCAR Nex-
tel Cup victories came in PPI Mo-
torsports cars.
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RB George will reportedly join Cowboys

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

IRVING, Texas — Eddie George agreed
to a contract with the Dallas Cowboys on
Friday, just two days after being released
by the Tennessee Titans, according to a
team source.

George's deal was pending a physical,
the source told The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity.

George signed a one-year deal that in-
cludes an immediate $1.5 million bonus,

which was about what the Titans wanted to
pay him for the entire season. Add his base
salary and easily reachable incentives and
he could make upward of $4.5 million,
more than he would have made under his
previous deal with Tennessee.

George was cut Wednesday, at his re-
quest, after he rejected Tennessee’s final
bid. He left the Titans after eight seasons
and more than 10,000 yards.

George’s only free-agent visit was to Dal-
las. Negotiations moved quickly because

the Cowboys had plenty of room under the
salary cap and, a week before opening train-
ing camp, they were still looking for a veter-
an running back to ease the burden on Ju-
lius Jones, a second-round pick from Notre
Dame who was expected to be the starter.

Although George has never missed a
game in his 128-game career, he’s been
slowed by injuries typical for someone
‘who's averaged 21.4 carries per game. He
turns 31 in September.

The pounding has reduced his effective-
ness. After averaging 3.9 yards per carry

his first five seasons, his average has dipped
to 3.2 over the past three seasons. It was 3.3
last year, when he gained 1,031 yards and
topped the 10,000-yard mark for his career.
orge’s 2003 numbers are similar to
what Troy Hambrick produced last season
when he underwhelmingly replaced Emmitt
Smith. Hambrick has since been released.
The difference is that the Cowboys be-
lieve George can be valuable if used prop-
erly, especially as the lead back in
short-yardage situations. He scored 12
touchdowns two seasons ago.

Sorenstam poised to
win Evian Masters title

The Associated Press

EVIAN, France — Annika Sorenstam
grabbed a three-shot lead in the $2.5 mil-
lion Evian Masters tournament with an im-
pressive 7-under 65 during a storm-de-
layed third round on Friday.

Tn a hallmark display of cool, controlled
play, the world’s No. 1 female golfer made
seven birdies in a bogey-free round to
move in front of second-round leader
Karen Stupples, who is in second place.

Sorenstam drove into the left rough on
the par-5 18th and only advanced the ball
74 yards on her second shot. With 170
yards to the pin, the 33-year-old Swede de-
posited a 7-iron two inches from the hole.

Sorenstam is 16-under-par through 54
holes. Stupples slipped to second with a
69. Mexico’s Lorena Ochoa was in third,
four shots back, after carding a 67, and
Australia’s Wendy Doolan shot 69 to finish
in fourth, five behind Sorenstam.

Sorenstam is aiming for her fifth victo-
ry. She has led 54 times going into the final
round and won 35 times. She has only fin-
ished outside the top-three twice.

The 31-year-old Stupples knows what to
expect playing with Sorenstam on Satur-
day. She has played with her three times
this year and each time the Swede had a 65.

Michelle Wie, plagued by putting prob-
lems that also resulted in five three-putts
on Thursday, had four bogeys in five holes
on the front nine and finished with a

4-over 76.
Golf Eight tied for lead
roundup in Milwaukee
MILWAUKEE —_

Only one other time has
aPGA Tour leader board been this crowd-
ed after an opening round.

Eight golfers shot S-under 65s Thursday
and were tied for the lead in the U.S. Bank
Championship, formerly known as the
Greater Milwaukee Open.

Ten golfers were one shot back.

Danny Briggs was tied for first with
Todd Fischer, Bo Van Pelt, Brett Quigley,
Patrick Sheehan, Brian Kortan, Robert
Gamez and Olin Browne.

The Honda Classic in 2000 had the only
other eight-way tie for first after one
round, according to the PGA Tour, which
began keeping such statistics in 1970.

Among those to shoot 66 were Paul Az-
inger, who called this “a mini-U.S. Open.”

Brown Deer Park isn’t the pushover it
used to be, even though 62 players broke
par and another two dozen matched it.

The firm greens and deep rough have
put some teeth into the famously mild
par-70 layout that measures 6,759 yards,
one of the shortest on the PGA Tour.

0’Hern, Lonard top field in Irish Open
DROGHEDA, Ireland — Nick O’Hern
and Peter Lonard shot 8-under 64 and

Things weren't so bad Thursday for Wiscon-
sin native Jerry Kelly. He shot 66 and
trailed the leaders by one after the first
round of the U.S. Bank Championship.

shared the first round lead in the Irish
Open at Baltr:

Stephen Gallacher Simon Wakefield
and Brett Rumford shot 66. Darren Clarke
and Padraig Harrington each had a 70.
Pooley shares lead in Sr. British Open

PORTRUSH, Northern Ireland — Don
Pooley shot 72 and shared the 36-hole lead
of the Senior British Open on Friday with
three others.

Pooley is tied at 3-under 141 with Ire-
land’s Zimbabwe-born Mark McNulty,
Peter Oakley and England’s Carl Mason,
who lost in a playoff to Tom Watson in last
year’s championship at Turnberry.

Tom Kite, Scotland’s Bill Longmuir and
England’s Mark James are one shot be-
hind the leaders.

Summit meeting on rules is

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Once NHL players get
back on the ice, they might find a game
that emphasizes offense.

That was the ubjec'
tive of most
blue-ribbon panel com-
prised of hockey royalty
— from Mario Lemieux
to Scotty Bowman. That

group got together Thursday to discuss
how to create more flow and offense.

Ideas were exchanged and debated as
part of a process NHL Commissioner
Gary Bettman hopes will lead to rules
changes that could go into effect after a
new labor agreement is reached.

The talks were praised by players, NHL
officials, coaches, general managers and
executives, who made up the group.

“Everybody on the panel really cares
about the game of hockey and is trying to
‘make it more exciting and have more scor-
ing,” said Lemieux, the player-owner of
the Pittsburgh Penguins.

Toronto forward Gary Roberts, and
Nashville forward Scott Walker were

joined by referee Stephen Walkom, sever-
al team presidents, Islanders owner
Charles Wang, six general managers, and
Bowman — the winningest coach in
league history.

“I've been involved in a lot of meetings
in my life, but I've never been in a meeting
that had the composition this meeting
did,” NHL hockey operations director
Cnlm Campbell said.

Bettman made it clear that Thursday’s
discussions, which lasted about six hours,
were strictly to address on-ice issues and
not the problems off it — despite the pres-
ence of union head Bob Goodenow.

Following up on recommended rules
changes proposed by general managers in
February, this panel of 25 discussed the
state of the game.

The GMs suggested radical ideas that
were met with varying levels of resistance.

Most came from goaltenders, who didn’t
like hearing that the width of their pads
could shrink 2 inches, down to 10, and that
they would not be allowed to go behmd the
net'to play the puck — a skill in which Bro-
deur excels.

“My view will never change on that. T

goal-oriented

should be able to do whatever I want,” he
said.

Other ideas suggested by GMs were
moving the nets back 3 feet toward the
end boards to 10 feet. They also supported
bringing back the tag-up offsides rule,
which will lead to fewer whistles.

Some concepts, such as wider blue lines
and giving three points for a regulation vic-
tory will be tested in the AHL before they
are considered for the NHL.

Bertuzzi’s assault case pushed hack

VANCOUVER, British Colombia —
Todd Bertuzzi’s assault case was pushed
back to Aug. 10 to give his lawyers more
time to examine police evidence disclosed
by prosecutors.

The case was supposed to resume Thurs-
day, but prosecution and defense lawyers
appeared in court to ask for more time.
Bertuzzi’s lawyer, Len Doust, said there
are no difficulties in the process — just a
lot of information from the police investi-
gation to examine.

Bertuzzi, who plays for the Vancouver
Canucks, was charged with assaulting Col-
orado’s Steve Moore during a game.

Bues, top-pick
Clayton reach
contract terms

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — First-round draft pick
Michael Clayton agreed to terms on a con-
tract with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on
Thursday.

Clayton was the 15th play-
er selected in the draft and
is being counted on to make
an immediate impact on of-
fense and special teams.

The 6-foot-3, 197-pounder had 182 recep-
tions for 2,582 yards and a school-record 21
touchdowns in three years at LSU. He had
10 catches for 1,079 yards and 10 TDs in the
Tigers’ champ\onshxp season last year.

Last season’s receptions leader, Keenan
McCardell, has said he won’t report to train-
ing camp next week unless he gets a contract
extension.

Source: Texans reach terms
with first-round pick Robinson

HOUSTON — The Houston Texans and
cornerback Dunta Robinson have agreed to
contract terms, according to a league source,
meaning the team would have both of its
first-round draft choices in training camp.

Robinson, considered one of the top cover-
age men in the draft after a stellar career at
South Carolina, was so highly regarded by
the Texans that they moved veteran corner-
back Marcus Coleman to free safety.

Farrior gets five-year deal with Steelers

PITTSBURGH — Steelers linebacker
James Farrior reached a five-year, $16.4 mil-
lion deal with the team Thursday.

Farrior was the Steelers’ leading tackler in
2003 with 127.

McNair avoids DUI conviction

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Prosecutors seek-
ing a DUI conviction against Tennessee Ti-
tans quarterback Steve McNair received a
blow Thursday when a judge ruled the ar-
resting officer didn’t have “sufficient basis™
to pull him over.

Davidson County Criminal Court Judge
Cheryl Blackburn granted McNair’s request
to suppress all evidence relating to the May
2003 stop, saying officer Shawn Taylor’s ob-
servations did not provide “specific and artic-
ulable facts that (the) defendant was driving
under the influence.”

McNair was arrested in downtown Nash-
ville. His blood alcohol content registered at
0.18 percent, according to a police report.

Tennessee signs RB Smith

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Tennessee Ti-
tans signed running back Antowain Smith,
New England’s leading rusher the past three
seasons.

Smith, 32, agreed Thursday to take sub-
stantially less than the $2.5 million base sala-
ry demanded by George. Smith led the Patri-
ots with 642 yards rushing last season.
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Armstrong unsure if he'll ride in 2005 Tour de France

BY JEROME PUGMIRE
The Associated Press

ANNEMASSE, France —
Lance Armstrong will race again
in the Tour de France, although
maybe not next year.

The Texan is on the verge of be-
coming the only rider to win the
showcase event six straight
times. He would like to focus on
other races but is not prepared to
turn his back on the 101-year-old
Tour for good.

“T would do it. 'm not saying
T'd never do it again,” he said
after Friday’s 18th stage. “I'll do
it again before I stop. It's a special
race. It's everything. You can't
have this intensity in any other
event.”

Asked if he would skip next
year’s Tour to focus on other
events, Armstrong said: “It’s too
hard to say.”

“I haven't made a schedule
yet,” he added. “It's fair to say
there’s still a lot of things I'd like
to do in cycling, like the classics
and the hour record, that require
a different type of focus.”

The key factor would appear to
hinge on sponsor demands. Be-
fore the Tour, his team signed a
three-year, multimillion-dollar
sponsorship deal with the Discov-
ery Channel, which will replace
US. Postal Service.

“I have to discuss it with
them,” he said. “If they give me
the green light on something like

Lance Armstrong said he has not decided about next year's Tour de
France, despite a published report that said this would be his last tour.

that (riding in the classics and the
hour record) I might do it. But if
they say ‘Lance, we'd like you to
do the Tour’ I understand that,
t00.”

The Tour’s top three officials
said they had not discussed Arm-
strong’s 2005 plans with the
five-time champion.

“He is doubtless the greatest
rider ever in the Tour de France.
He is proving that,” said Patrice
Clerc, president of the Tour.

“Now does he want a seventh, or
an eighth? I have no idea.”

The New York Times reported
Friday that this was the last time
Armstrong would compete in the
race. A high-ranking official
among race organizers, who
spoke on condition of anonymity,
told the paper Armstrong already
has informed the Tour of his
plans.

According to the paper, the offi-
cial said Armstrong saw no point

in trying for a seventh title and
that this was a gesture of respect
for the four cyclists who have
won five times.

Before the Tour, Armstrong
had said he would race in the
Tour in 2005. He also said this
month he would be competing in
2005, although he didn’t specify
whether that would include the
Tour.

A call to Discovery’s office in
Silver Spring, Md., was not imme-

diately returned.
Former cyclist Johan
Bruyneel, manager of Arm-

strong’s team and a friend and
mentor, feels the Texan may find
the Tour too hard to resist.

“We haven’t spoken about the
program either with him or the
other riders,” Bruyneel told
French television. “Personally, I
think that for Lance it would be
very hard for him to motivate him-
self without the Tour de France.”

Dan Osipow, a spokesman for
Tailwind Sports, which owns the
team, said the team’s schedule
probably would be drawn up in
December.

“To say he’s out right now is
way too speculative. He is going
to race a full season. We just can’t
say what events they will be,” he

aid.

“He’s clearly insatiable. This
race means more to him than any-
thing in sport,” Osipow added.”

Armstrong has outclassed his ri-

vals as the race heads toward the
finish Sunday in Paris. He has
won three consecutive stages for
the first time and a total of four in
this Tour, matching his best show-
ing since he first won the Tour in
1999.

Armstrong has long been criti-
cized for concentrating almost
solely on the Tour de France, ne-
glecting classic races that form
an important part of cycling tradi-
tion. He is now considering some
classics and wants to go for the
hour record, in which cyclists
ride as far as possible in one hour
on a circuit.

“I think at some point, I have to
start to look at other races in cy-
cling. There’s still a lot of things I
want to do in cycling,” Armstrong
said.

Armstrong, the father of three
children, also has acknowledged
that the demands of training for
the Tour have taken him away
from his family.

“I'm more mentally than physi-
cally (tired),” he said Friday.
“Mentally I'm ready to go home
and see my kids and relax.”

He said two weeks ago he
would skip the Athens Olympics
because he wanted to be reunited
with his children. He has been ac-
companied in this year’s Tour by
rock singer Sheryl Crow, follow-
ing a divorce last year from his
wife, Kristin.

Associated Press Writer John Leicester
contributed to this report.
Stage 18 results on Page 28.
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Closing at Coors
rocky for Chacon

Converted starter’s ERA goes
up in thin air at Denver stadium

BY JOHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

DENVER
A leadoff walk, a couple of boos. A sin-
gle, and a few more fans join in. The
tying run crosses the plate and the
jeers turn into a chorus.

By the time it's over, it seems every fan
is letting Colorado closer Shawn Chacon
have it after blowing yet another save
chance.

It's hard to blame Chacon too much.
After all, he’s trying to adjust on the fly to
an awfully rough role: closing out games at
Coors Field.

“Throwing in the
thin air and with every-
thing Coors Field has
to offer, I would defi-
nitely say it’s the tough-
est job in baseball be-
sides late-inning
pinch-hit guys,” San
Francisco Giants clos-
er Matt Herges said.
“It’s got to be in the
same ballpark.”

With plenty of move-
ment on his fastball, a
good breaking ball and
anever-back-down atti-
tude, Chacon seemed a
natural when the Rock-
ies went looking for a closer in the offsea-
son.

The right-hander was an All-Star as a
starter last year, but he was easily the best
option for a team that didn’t have the
money to get a big-name closer and not
much to choose from within the organiza-
tion.

It hasn’t been as smooth as Chacon or
the sagging Rockies would have liked.

Struggling with his command — 31
walks in 41'/s innings — and the urgency
that comes with pitching in tight games,
Chacon has been very good or very bad.

Chacon has blown seven of 28 chances

k& You come in with
a one-run lead,
make a good pitch
and a guy can
muscle it out
of the ballpark.9?

San Francisco Giants closer

and is in line to become the first pitcher in
major league history to save 20 games and
have an ERA over 7.00. He had a 7.40 ERA
heading into the weekend.

Chacon has allowed at least two runs in
nine of his 42 appearances — all an inning
or less — and has given up 49 hits, includ-
ing nine homers.

Even his saves have been adventures.
He closed out a 6-5 victory over Los Ange-
les on Wednesday, but only after giving up
a two-out solo homer to Shawn Green in
the ninth inning.

“We didn’t expect it to be the roller coast-
er ride that it’s been,” Rockies manager
Clint Hurdle said.

The worst of it came
right after the All-Star
break.

Facing San Fran-
cisco on July 16, Cha-
con seemingly had no
idea where the ball
was going. Most of his
pitches were nowhere
near where the catch-
er was set up and sail-
ing off in all direc-
tions.

Chacon allowed
four runs in the ninth
inning on just one hit,
giving up two walks,
hitting a batter that forced in the tying run
and throwing a wild pitch that led to two
runs in the Giants’ 7-5 victory.

“I'had nothing,” Chacon said‘ “Whatever
the reason was, I didn’t have command of
my fastball and wasn’t able to get the job
done, basically.”

Chacon isn’t the only one who’s had trou-
ble at Coors Field.

In 11 years since entering the league as
an expansion team, the Rockies have yet to
find anyone to consistently close out
games. A few have had moderate success,
but the thin air always catches up to them.

SEE ROCKY ON PAGE 32

Matt Herges

Colorado Rockies reliever Shawn Chacon could become the first to save 20 games in a
season and have an ERA above 7.00. Chacon’s ERA was 7.40 headed into the weekend.
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